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Wildwood Park - 1800 S. Central Avenue, 340.16 acres 
 
Restrooms    Playground equipment (1998) 
Wildwood Station building (enclosed) Picnic tables & grills  
Large open shelters 42'x36' (2)  Historic steam locomotive display 
Single Table open picnic shelters (2) Nature trail & large wooded area 
Hefko Swimming Pool    Large man-made ponds (2) 
Disc golf course (9 hole)   Accessible fishing pier 
Asphalt and gravel trails   Lighted tennis courts (2) 
Lion's Club observation deck  Labor Council Shelter & playground (upper pond) 
Wildwood Zoo - animal exhibits, native garden, sensory garden, education shelter 
 
Marshfield Fairgrounds Park - 513 E. 17th Street, 45.4 acres 
 
Lighted 300' softball diamonds (2) Playground equipment (2000) 
Open shelter(s)    Restrooms 
Hospitality building   Grandstand - 2500 capacity 
Concession building   Animal barns & exhibit areas 
Fairground office building  Large gravel parking area  
Curling Club building   Education garden & gazebo     
 
Braem Park - 905 N. Cedar Avenue, 33.45 acres 
 
Lighted 275' softball diamond  Playground equipment (2000) 
Open picnic shelter with restrooms Picnic tables & grill 
Horseshoe courts (13)   Skate Park 
Disc golf course (18 hole)  Large wooded area 
Granite trails    Concession building 
Lighted Tennis Courts (4)   
 
Steve J. Miller Recreation Area - 205 S. Oak Avenue, 21.43 acres 
 
G.P. Olson East baseball field -200'  A.J. Reeths baseball field - 350' 
G.P. Olson West baseball field - 200' Lighted tennis courts (4)  
Restrooms     Asphalt trail 
Ice rink - winter (no warming house) Open picnic shelter with restrooms 
Parking lot (227 stalls)    
 
  Jack Hackman Field - regulation baseball (385'), grandstand seating for 1000 
   concession stand, accessible press box, batting cage 
   restrooms, 9 inning electronic scoreboard 
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  Oak Avenue Community Center -  large gym (basketball & volleyball standards) 
      kitchen, dining room, meeting rooms, restrooms and showers 
      boxing practice room, equipment storage areas 
 
Griese Park - 1001 E. 29th Street, 21.5 acres 
 
Open picnic shelter with restrooms Basketball court (4 adjustable goals) 
Parking lot (123 stalls)   Community built playground (2001) 
Asphalt trail (.75 mile)   Concession area 
Rain garden    Wooded area and wetlands 
Bille Soccer Field (80 yds. x 50 yds.) Weinfurtner Soccer Field (72 yds. x 120 yds.) 
Figi Soccer Field (75 yds. x 120 yds.) Electronic scoreboards (on Figi and Weinfurtner fields) 
 

�#�2).�")��(�� "3��

 
Benedict Park - 1703 Waushara Drive, 2.21 acres 
 
Playground equipment (1994)  Basketball court 
Open picnic shelter   Picnic tables & grill 
 
Forest Ridge Park - 1137 W. Blodgett Street, 3.13 acres 
 
Playground equipment (2004)  Basketball court 
Backstop    Picnic tables 
 
��'��$ "3��
�
Grant Park - 601 Oak Avenue, .71 acre 
 
Playground equipment (2004)  Picnic tables 
Park benches    Municipal water tower 
 
Northern Hills Park - 1601 Broadway Avenue, .34 acre 
 
Playground equipment (1999)  Picnic table 
 
Pickle Pond - 713 E. Arnold Street, 1.5 acres 
 
Ice rink - (winter) lights, warming house, and restrooms 
Backstop    Picnic table 

��'�#"* '%0�	"# ��

 
Conner Park - 1812 E. Blodgett Street, 5.6 acres 
 
Wooded area    Nature trail loop 
Picnic table 
 
Joe and Bernadine Weber's Nature Park - 2901 W. 5th Street, 37.15 acres 
 
Asphalt trail (.3 mile)   Natural surface trails (over 1.5 miles) 
Parking lot (29 stalls)   Nature pond (1 acre) 
Wooded area and wetlands 
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Hamus Nature Preserve and Recreation Area - 210 Wilderness View Dr., 32 acres  
 
Managed by Marshfield Utilities 
 
Ponds (3)    Natural surface trails (2 miles) 
Asphalt surface trail (1 mile)  Large open picnic shelter 
Restroom    Wooded area and wetlands 
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Eighth and Hemlock Park - 805 S. Hemlock Avenue, 1.14 acres 
 
No improvements - former ice skating rink location 
 
14th Street Park - 1202 S. Maple Avenue, .8 acre 
 
No improvements - former ice skating rink 
 
Strohman Park - 630 S. Central Avenue, .25 acre 
 
Picnic tables    Fountain & small bridge 
Memorial stones   Park benches 
Flower plantings & landscape beds 
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Forest Ridge Park is a 3.13-acre neighborhood park serving the Forest Ridge neighborhood in 
the west quadrant of the city. The site contains playground equipment, picnic tables, basketball 
court and a backstop. The playground equipment was replaced in 2004. 
  Recommended Improvements: �
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Appendix A – Parkland Classifications 
�
�
��
����	���	
���	
�������
����
��	
���������
���
�����
��������
��������
�	
�������������
����	������
!��
��	
������������������
����	���	
���������
�
>�� ��
��"	
���
�
��
���	
����
���������
���	�����
��	������	
�������	������
��
�	���
�����
��
�����������
�	���������
�	���
������	
�������
��	
�����
���!�����
�����	
�	������
��
������	����#
������
������������
���4;5�
���>�4;5���
��
�������
�	�>@J������
	���������
	���	
�	������
	
�����
���>�555����	
�����������
��
	�
���!����	���	����������
��������	���������
����	���
���	������
������	
����
�����	
���
�
��
��
���
�	�
���
�
4�� '������
�����"	
���
�
'������
������	
���	
�������
�������
������	������	
���	������
��
�	���
�	������������
�	
�����
��	����
��
�	���
��	�������	���
��
�	��S�������S���	���!����
��	
�����
�
	
�����
���;����>;���	
�����
	����2�����
���
��
�	��
��
�	���
�����
��
�������	��
�����
��������	���	�����!�����
�����	
�	�����
�#
��	
��
������
	������
������������
��
��
������
����������������
������
��������
����������	��
���
	
���
������!���	��
	���
������
������	
����
�����
���>�555����;�555����������	���	�����
���	
��
��
����
�������
�	
����������'������
������	
��������
���
	
����
���;����>5�	�
����
�������!����	��
�	����������
�������	
���	��
��	
�������	��
���������

������
�������
�����	���
����
	������	���������
���
���
���������
�	
�����
�����	
�������
��������	����	��������������
���	���	
��
������	�����	������
����
�	�����	�����������
��	
���
�
��
�����
�	�
���
�
I�� �����
����"	
���
�
!�������������	
����������
��������
�������
	��
������
��������������
�����
���
	��������	
����!������
�����
�����	
���	
�������
������	�������	���	���	����
�����������	�����������	��
��������	������

��
�	���
�
��������0�
��
@��
��
������������������
���	
��	������������������������
���	��	���	�

�	��
	�����
���
��
���
���	������
���	
������������
�
	����
����
�������	�������
�����	
���	
����
��
��	��������	
�
������
������	
����
���	��
��
���������
�����	
����	���	
�������������
�����
	�����
���>������	
���	
���
����
���4�;55����45�555�������������������
�����	
����	���	
�	��
	�����������
������
�45����I;�	�
����!����	���	����������
�����������	���	
���	���	�����	��
�������������	����
��	��
������������������
��������������������	������������	�����	������
��������
���
	������	
���������
�
�����
���
�����	
����	���������
���
�
G�� -����	��.���"	
���
�
!�������������	
���	�����������	������	���������	��
���
���	��
�����	��	
���
��������������
����	������
1%	�����������������������	��������
�����������
�
K��������������
����������	
�
	����	�
�
��
����	
��
����������������
��	����	��
��������
���
�	������&�����������	
��
�����
��������	��
������������������
�	
�������
������	����
����������
���������
�������
�	���,���
�������
�����	
�	������������������	
��
�
������������
��
����
����	�����	
���������������
����
	��	��������!��
�����
���	
�	��
	����	
�������
�
���
�����	
�	���	
�	
����
������	�������	
����
�
� �



City of Marshfield Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

Schreiber Anderson Associates March 2006  66 

;�� .
�	
�/
��
��	���
�
!�����
���
����	�������
�������
�	
���	
	����
���������
	��
	���
��
�
��
��	������
����
��
��
�
��
�����
��
�	���
	����������������
�	
������
�	
����
�
=�� ���
���"	
���
�
���
����	
���	
�������
�������
������	������
	
��������
��	
�����
�#��
��	������	
���	������

��
�	���
�����
��
�������������
	�������
������	
�@�
���
����	�����������
����	
���	
�������
������
	�������	���	���	����������
���	
�����	�����
������	���
����������
	
������
��
�	���
�����
��
������
��	
���
����	���	
������������
����	
���	
�����	�����
�	
�	������������
������
	��
	����	��
���	
��
�
������
	��
���
��
�����	������������
�
��
�	���
������	�������
���������
����	���
�������
���
�
��	��
������
����	
���	
����
�
	�����	
�������	�������
��455����G55�	�
����
�������	
��	
�����	����
���	����	�0	��
�����	����
����	
���	��
����������
����	
������	�����	���	
�������������
�����
	��������
	������
���	��#���
�(I5���
����)��
���
��������
�
F��  ����
�����������
�,��
�-�	���
�
7
�� ����
��
��	��	
������������

��
�	��	��
������
������
��
�	���
	������
��
��������
�����
�����
���
���	������
�����-����	��
�����	
��
����
��������
��
�����
����
�������
�	�
������
������������������
����
���
��������
������������
�	�
������
�����	
�������
�����������3��������	��	�
�%���	��
����
���������
����
���������������	
���������

��
��	��
������
��
�����
�����
���	����,��
���	������
���������
���������%��	
����	������	���
���(!����	
����	������	���
��	
������
���	����)�� ����
������������
����
���	��S"
��	
�S��
�	��S�����
	����S��S"
��	
�S�
����
�����������	
����	������	��
�������%����������
�	���������	���
��
�����
������
��
�	���
�����
��
�����S�����
	����S�
����
�����������	
������	��
���
�	������
���������������	�����
�	���	������
��������
���
���
�������
�
��	��
������
 
Local Open Space 
Classifications 

Municipalities School Districts County Parks 

Mini Parks Primary None None 
Neighborhood Parks Primary Cooperative None 
Community Parks Primary Cooperative Cooperative 
Linear Parks and Trails Primary None Primary 
Conservation/Protection 
Areas 

Cooperative Cooperative Primary 

 



City of Marshfield Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

Schreiber Anderson Associates March 2006  67 

Appendix B – Community Profile 
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Table 2: City of Marshfield Population by Age and Gender, 1990 and 2000 
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Table 4: Educational Attainment, 2000 
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Appendix C: Citizen Task Force Members, List of Stakeholder Meeting Attendees 
and Stakeholder Meeting Notes 
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Education Health Community Business 
Andy Keogh Dan McCardy Greta Meyers Denny Riedel 
Bill Penker Chuck Schmoller Brent Finlay Peg Davis 
Graham Olson Ann Boson (Filling in for 

Mike Blanchard) 
Barb Beck  

Katyee Hughes Schuller  
(MACS Rep) 

 Michelle 
Boernke 

 

  Randy Neve  
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Marshfield Stakeholder Interviews 
CORP-Businesses 
July 27, 2005 
3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
 
���� The Sports Den opened in 1975  

o Supplied a variety of sporting good equipment 
���� The last five years have seen great improvements 

o Miller Fields 
o Griese Park improvements 

� Soccer fields 
� Playground 

o Much better amenities now 
���� There needs to be something on the northwest side for a children’s park 
���� Currently developing an area for hiking/biking/snow shoeing/skiing adjacent to Weber Farms 

o This will be more adult focused, not playground type service 
���� Very few city park services on the west side of the city 

o Kids in that area use school facility 
���� Marshfield is really slow with the development of bike trails 

o Comparable communities have better bike systems 
o It seems to be very unsafe, particularly for recreational riders 
o Connections need to be improved 
o No obvious ways to connect through town 

���� Downtown needs to be more accessible to bicyclists and pedestrian 
���� Marshfield residents take their kids to Weston pool rather than use Hefko 
���� Should change/renovate/add to Hefko pools because it’s a great asset for the community 

o Used by a variety of ages 
���� Hefko pool could be renovated to be a larger draw 
���� Zoo is nice, but not a big priority 
���� Leave Wildwood Park as a park, but the zoo is not entirely necessary 
���� Tennis courts are in bad conditions 

o The surfaces are tough 
o The schools have just resurfaced theirs, but it is necessary to maintain them 
o 4 courts at junior high 
o Oak Ave (Miller) 
o Wildwood 
o Would be nice to host a tournament in the area 

���� Some of the older fields (softball for example, particularly at Fairgrounds) do not receive the same amount of 
maintenance that they used to 

o Is there not enough money to maintain them?   
o Who owned/maintains them softball fields? 

���� The warming house needs a new coat of paint 
o Resident wants to do it herself it’s so bad 
o It’s simple solution that makes a big cosmetic impact 

���� Signage for the trails would be helpful 
���� Stevens Point has a 36 mile trail system that offers a mix of settings, urban and rural 

o Marshfield should emulate that 
o Driving through Stevens Point feels more “athletic” because there are always people running and 

biking 
� They are a little larger and have the university, but it is so nice to see active people out 

���� Soccer has become more popular in the area, but now has peaked 
���� Coaches make a difference for local sports stores 
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���� Service organizations often meet recreation needs, in conjunction with the park and recreation department, and 
then when kids are old enough families utilize the school to round out their recreation goals 

o The synergy between the various organizations is getting better 
o They shouldn’t compete for customers when it comes to services and programs 

���� Bicycling right now is very popular 
���� Since the skateboard park was put in, skateboard sales went through the roof, but trick bike sales dropped 
���� Kids overall seem to be so sedentary and choose to not be active 
���� Healthy Lifestyles has brought a renewed consciousness to the importance of active living 

o But that doesn’t always reach down to kids, it’s more focused on adults 
���� Offer choices that the whole family can go to 

o An aquatic center would be a solution to that 
���� Young people in Marshfield need something active to do 
 
 
Marshfield Stakeholder Interviews 
CORP-Education 
July 27, 2005 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
Introductions-Representatives 
Pedestrian 
UW-Marshfield/Wood County Representative 
School District/Recreation Department Representative 
Catholic School Rep-Kaytee Hughes Schuller (715) 387-1177 
 

���� Double-check the shape/acreage of the UW Marshfield/Wood collage grounds for the map 
���� Miller Field is the Little League/Junior League fields, which are wonderful, but a playground would be nice 
���� Currently, the city park and rec dept does a great job of meeting the needs 

o Especially the bike path-used frequently 
���� People use Our Lady of Peace playground as a mini park 
���� Catholic schools have 600 kids that don’t have access to the same programming as public school needs 

o The UW and the Tech School share their school facilities 
o The city soccer league colors are the same as the city high school colors, so students and parents 

are unsure if they are able to participate 
o Baseball fields are similar, are Catholic schools allowed to use those?  Scheduling issues through 

the rec department 
o Not intentional issue, just trying to clear up scheduling and programming issues, so that it is and 

feels inclusive for all users 
o Role of hockey users 
o The programming aspect is a big deal, and discourages use/involvement by Catholic and Lutheran 

school kids 
o Seven on seven football works really well, that arrangement had less confusion between who was 

supposed to participate and who wasn’t supposed to 
���� The fields are constantly busy, particularly during the school year 
���� Overall many families are impressed with the amount of park and rec facilities the city provides to the 

citizens 
���� Veterans park is used by the Emmanuel School (daycare-8th grade-120 students) for recess 
���� Emmanuel Lutheran school has the only playground equipment in the area 
���� Historically when Emmanuel Lutheran renovated, they removed some of their playground equipment, 

which was a red flag for some of the neighbors, who were worried about losing play space 
���� Citizens would like to see the bike paths more connected 
���� Check existing map for bike paths 
���� There’s a plan for the bike paths to connect to one another 
���� It should be a top capital priority to connect the bike paths 
���� There is a plan to run a bike path on the rail right of way along the UW arboretum along Weber’s Farm 
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���� Bike group is very active and has been working with Marsh 21 
���� Wildwood station is misnamed 
���� Supposed bike path in the works for west of Lincoln Ave 
���� University has great recreation facilities 

 
���� Opportunity for the park department to bring together youth in the community 

 
o Build on the United Way 
o The Y and the Park Department have the resources to bring all these kids together 

� Teaching and recreation should/could be centralized to bring together all these pieces 
� Currently there is a disjoint between those organizations that if they worked together they 

could provide more services to kids 
 

���� Park Department should play a more centralized role in organizing activities  
o Lay-offs make this difficult 

���� Park Department is a facility manager 
o One staff that is a programmer 
o The organization is stagnant 
o It takes more staff to develop and go forward 
o Community survey asked citizens what 12 positions should be cut 
o It is important to have a vision, but that is hard given current budget conditions 
o State budget must support a vision, as should the City’s  

� Current city administration doesn’t have a vision or know where the city is or should be 
going 

� Cutting taxes is not bad, but cutting it for no reason or without a vision can be harmful 
� Having a vision can be hard when there is no money to implement the dream/vision 
� A lot of what is done is driven by the money available 
� The question should be how proactive are we willing to be in order to not have to be 

reactive? 
� Are the grassroots organizations helping do some of the legwork? 

• Somewhat, but the city needs to help coordinate those organizations and the 
overall vision 

• There is not a great deal of cooperation going on 
o One good example of cooperation is the pool and the gym at the high 

school where the park department and the school district collaborated 
o There are Y’s across the country that require capital projects to always 

be completed in conjunction with another agency 
���� New ball fields and other park facilities are nice, but without the proper personnel to organize activities and 

maintain them, it is hard to implement programs and services 
���� Potential for neighborhood park near to the UW 
���� Re-evaluate the parks in downtown-the two small green spaces might not meet the needs of nearby 

residents  
���� Pedestrian needs are not met-car traffic makes getting to park areas very difficult 
���� Both traffic enforcement and education lead to a more pedestrian aware culture 

o Currently cars do not care about  
o Lieutenant oversees a pedestrian safety program 

���� The zoo is a unique opportunity for a community this size 
���� Ed is the Director 

o Kelley is the only Supervisor 
o Chad takes care of the maintenance of the park 
o Katherine is the Supervisor of the Zoo 

� She has a zoo staff 
���� When Griese and Miller Park were completed, three or four more staff members should have been added to 

the park department 
���� The Marshfield Clinic has an interesting relationship the city 

o As the clinic expands, there is less available city land and the more parking lots  
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o The clinic used to be tax exempt, but now the supreme court decided that they are no longer 
exempt 

o There is a research foundation up at the clinic (one of the largest in the country-approaching 200 
people) 

o Lots of positive spill over effect 
� there is some hostility towards the doctors 

o Long history in the community 
o The clinic is run by the board, which is made up from all the physicians there, so almost 700 

people 
o They really add to the quality of life here 

� Helmet give away in the community 
� Living well program run in the schools 

���� If there was a center/coop that coordinated all rec/park/healthy lifestyle programs/activities/services the 
clinic should be a part of that 

o It might be hard to accomplish with the current ownership/leadership 
o Stakeholders are extremely segregated 

� Little league 
� Hockey 
� Tennis  
� Pop Murphy 
� Bicyclists 

o They don’t work together, rather they have competing plans 
o You can see this with the development of Marsh 21 

� It was determined that each year their would be a different priority 
� First project was infilling a creek for the high school football field 
� Griese park came from that-which is probably the busiest park in the city 

• It’s a wonderful park! 
� Meeting needs with demand doesn’t always work 
� This caused a splinter between the original member 

• That’s how friends of the trails was formed 
• Will probably happen with the hockey families in the near future 

���� Having an outdoor swimming pool in this environment makes no sense 
o This community needs an aquatic center 
o The current pool is too small  
o But it can’t be an outdoor pool 

� It’s been redone twice in the past 
o No high school boys swim team because there aren’t enough kids interested 
o There are two big slides at the Y and those are always packed, especially in summer 
o It’s pretty expensive, but there are many health benefits 
o Hefko pool should be closed to the community because it is too old and it has seen better days 

� Skeptics will say, we have a pool at high school and the Y 
o Provides a unique recreational activity 
o During the hot summer days, the demand exceeds the supply 
o Could be multipurpose 

� Recreation 
� Health 
� Swimming lessons 
� Community gathering place 

���� Some of the sidewalks in this community are horrendous 
���� Some streets don’t have sidewalks, and it makes it extremely difficult for handicapped citizens and 

pedestrians to get around 
o It is illegal to drive an electronic wheelchair on the street 
o Trail should be established along current ditches 

� Wouldn’t have to be sidewalks 
���� City is small enough that walking through and around it is possible 
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Marshfield Stakeholder Interviews 
CORP-Health 
July 27, 2005 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 
 
 
���� Marshfield Clinic 

o 2 million square feet all over central and northern Wisconsin 
���� Cost doesn’t/shouldn’t limit investments that the city makes 

o Not everything that costs money is bad 
���� Healthy Lifestyle- 

o Community coalition started about 5 years 
o Consists of different committees throughout the city in order to create more healthy lifestyles 
o Shaping policy to encourage healthy lifestyles 
o Host health conferences (3 in the last few years) 
o A part of Marshfield Clinic? - Internal Advisory Committee 

���� St Joseph’s Hospital put in the basketball court at Griese Park 5 years ago 
o Did this in conjunction with the park department 
o Provided grant money for that project 
o Currently St Joseph’s Hospital has no plans for physical improvement contributions 

� Helmet give away 
� Stop drop and roll 
� Bike safety checks 
� Other types of community involvement 
� They also hold events at the Wildwood Pavilion 

• For the community 
• Sponsored by the hospital 

���� It would be important to talk to Friends of the Trails to find out about what they have done thus far 
���� President of Marshfield Clinic is a huge proponent of the Healthy Lifestyles initiative 
���� Marshfield Clinic has a Work Life department 
���� Paths and walking paths has been very welcomed and very well done 

o Need to keep that as a top priority 
o Connect them! 

���� There isn’t good signage for people utilizing the medical facilities to direct them to the parks and trails 
o People often use parks/trails in between medical appointments 
o People are aware of the status of the trails 

���� The younger age group needs are met, but the teenage years are underserved 
o Something before kids can drive 
o Pool is too young for teenagers 

���� Griese park is a great addition 
���� Park programming booklet collaboration is welcomed 
���� It will be interesting to see the results of the community survey 

o One issue in particular will be the pool 
���� Why not use the parks, especially an aquatic center, as a source of revenue 
���� The parks maybe should be expanded, trails enhanced, and more larger parks 
���� Could the airport be converted to a park? 

o Is it needed as an airport? 
o It could be an extension from Wildwood Park 

���� There is a need for parks in the north side of town, particularly the northwest side 
���� Paths are being used a lot and it filled a need 
���� People like the paths more than using the streets 
���� Connections need to happen, so you can travel between parks without using streets that are more dangerous 
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���� One option to think about would be making some streets one way and then adding a path along the side of those 
streets 

���� Traffic calming needs to be improved 
o Keep stop signs 
o Improved crosswalks 
o Alternative solutions  

���� Marshfield has a good street system that allows for connectivity 
���� Softball diamonds and Griese park were really great assets 
���� An aquatic center could be a draw for community to the pool and other things (restaurants, gas, etc) 

o If money is no object, indoor would be great 
o The current pool hours are sporadic  
o People go to Weston and the two in Wausau to use the pools there (travel 45 min) 
o Public/private ownership and maintenance would have to be determined 
o The location of Hefko is really great 

� Close to Wildwood, Frisbee golf, Dairy Queen, etc.  It can entertain a family for the day 
���� Skatepark here is very good and popular 

o Helmets should be required 
���� Helmet Giveaway programs fit the children for the helmets before they get them 

o Security Health fits them, St Joseph provides the helmets 
���� The ball fields are in great shape throughout the city 

o Unsure of where the funding is coming from (maybe Marsh 21 or Marshfield Baseball), but they are 
doing a good job 

���� Hefko should be renovated or replaced 
���� Basketball is the one underserved sport in the city 

o There are no programs for basketball 
���� Frisbee golf is very popular and used at both places 

o There is a state circuit tournament here 
o It’s nice because it can be used throughout the season 

���� Community gardens would be appreciated 
o There used to be one run partially by UW Extension 
o Incorporate kids programming with gardening 
o Senior citizen activity as well 

� Would please farmers moving into town after retiring 
���� Very few people use overpass at Veteran’s Parkway and Oak Ave near Miller Park 
 
 
Marshfield Stakeholder Interviews 
CORP-Community 
July 27, 2005 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
 
���� Youth Net 

o Comprehensive youth development program serving youth between 8-18 
o Primarily hosted by the Clinic 
o One main feature is an after school program (boys and girls club type program) 

���� Use the parks, pool, walking trails often with grandchildren 
o Very informally 
o Use Hefko pool, which has been in jeopardy because it’s in rough shape 
o Renovating it should happen so it meets standards 
o Replacing it with an aquatic center could be done if a partnership is struck between Marshfield and 

surrounding communities 
���� Rapids and Wausau have soccer fields that can host traveling team tournaments 

o Building that type of facility would be a good revenue generator for the city 
���� Softball tournaments do take place here and make a positive impact on the economy 
���� Marshfield Convention and Visitor Business 

o Maple Fall Fest held at Wildwood Park 
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o Staff doesn’t help a lot, but they are very good 
o They use Fairgrounds for Dairy Fest 

���� Wildwood Zoo should not be closed as it is the largest attraction within the City boundaries 
o It’s free and a great entertainment source 
o Why not charge a small fee? 

���� WI Tourism Secretary was in town and announced a grant would be given for sports attraction 
���� JEM Grants are being explored 
���� Love to picnic at Wildwood Park 

o It’s one place in town with a natural water feature 
���� Vision Council leads programming 
���� Skate park is great for the teenagers 
���� Zoo and pool remain open 
���� Make a Difference Day could be a way to adopt parks within the city, with a youth focus and ownership 
���� Wildwood Pavilion is appreciated for use by community organizations 
���� So there is interaction between parks department and other organizations through committee and boards 
���� There are too few tennis courts in the city 

o High school is at risk of losing their high school program 
���� There are no lights on the small softball fields 
���� Bike paths just end, there’s no signage letting you know that 

o Near Legends and Lincoln 
���� Adopting a park would be a great program 
���� Y is completing their strategic planning phase 
���� There should be more lit fields in the area 
���� More soccer fields are needed for tournaments 
���� Create parks that have more than one focus (tennis and soccer, or not just softball) 
���� Y is looking into water (pool) options 

o Interested and talking with the park department about making some improvement happen for the city 
���� Tennis and racquetball courts are mediocre 

o Not enough and in bad shape 
���� There is no dedicated gymnastics space in the city 

o They are shuffled from gym to gym 
���� All the programs act as a retention for employees and families in Marshfield 
���� Safety at the skate park should be considered 

o Program by the parks not the police should be available there 
o Create connections with the kids 
o Mixed ages make it difficult for younger participants 
o Different type of kids can cause conflict 
o It’s been open for 4 years 
o A tournament held here was very successful 
o A set of eyes should be at the park, more informally than formal 

���� 6th grade girls basketball tournament about fills the limit of basketball availability at the Y 
o More room for basketball should be included 

���� Sports beyond football, tend to be lacking because feeding programs are not developed 
o Lack of organization 
o Y is starting some more programs that will hopefully help for baseball 

���� There should be some connection/development between sporting events and tourism 
o Convention and Visitor Bureau is working with local sports association 

���� There is a show dog event annually at the fairgrounds 
���� The hockey association would like to build another rink 

o There is no morning ice time 
o Compete for ice time between hockey and figure skaters 

���� Used to have 10 outdoor ice rinks, but now there are only 3 
���� There are many organizations that fill various needs so that most park and recreation uses are used 

o Between the Y and the park and recreation needs are met 
���� Braem park facility is very clean and maintained  
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���� Concerts are held Wednesday at Columbia Mini Park 
���� The City should start to think more creatively 

o Don’t just raise taxes or not do programs 
o Look for grants, partnerships 
o The pool possibility is a great idea 
o It’s good for Marshfield and the surrounding communities 

���� It should go beyond a higher service fee for certain services, the park system should be taxed on surrounding 
communities if those services are open to those residents 

���� Thinking regionally about parks may or may not be a welcome idea here 
o Would be helpful here because Marshfield crosses two counties 

���� Portion of the room tax goes back to the parks department 
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Appendix D –Meeting Notes and Summaries (Community Visioning and the Public 
Open House) 
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Appendix E –Summary of the 1990 Master Plan for Wildwood Park and Zoo 
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Appendix F – Marshfield Parks and Recreation Department Programming 
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Appendix G – Recreation Program Participation Numbers 

�
�

Adult Recreation Programs 
Numbers listed are the number of teams enrolled 

 
Teams 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Men’s Basketball Leagues 16 18 17 13 16 
Adult Volleyball Leagues 106 96 99 104 105 

 
 
 

Summer Swim Passes 
 

Passes 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Family Swim Passes 86 122 118 112 85 
Adult Individual Passes 2 9 11 8 12 
Youth Individual Passes 125 73 83 86 73 
Duplicate Swim Passes 15 7 14 3 4 
Totals 228 211 226 269 174 

 
 
 

YMCA Swim Lessons 
 

Lessons 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
YMCA Members 952 905 885 836 824 
City Residents 493 479 485 382 317 
Non-Residents 500 591 524 351 388 
Totals 1945 1975 1910 1569 1529 
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Youth Recreation Programs 
Numbers listed are the number of individuals enrolled unless otherwise noted 

 
Baseball 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
T-ball Baseball 138 138 139 139 129 
Triple-A Baseball 117 125 116 117 101 
American League Baseball 77 100 72 77 81 
National League Baseball 91 92 105 91 93 
Traveling Baseball Team 15 -- -- 15 0 
Bronco League Baseball -- -- -- -- 11  
Totals 439 455 432 439 415 

 
 
 

Basketball 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Girl’s Sr. League Basketball 7 Teams 8 Teams 8Teams 0Teams -- 
Boy’s & Girl’s Jr. League 9 41 41 31 47 

 
 
 

Gymnastics 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Totnastics 61 65 89 103 115 
Beginning Gymnastics 66 74 72 89 112 
Intermediate Gymnastics  40 46 38 37 41 
Advanced Intermediate 14 9 5 0 -- 
Advanced Gymnastics -- -- 12 16 21 
Totals 181 194 216 245 289 

 
 
 

Fall-Winter-Spring 
 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Preschool 81 54 46 59 52 
Summer Preschool 62 66 25 51 43 
Totals 143 120 71 110 95 

 
 

Activities 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Pumpkin Patch Party 36 25 50 54 43 
Pumpkin Carving -- 9 36 20 20 

 
 
 
 

Skateboarding 
 

Lessons 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Skateboarding Lessons -- -- 15 24 19 
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Soccer 
 

Soccer 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Soccer Camp -- -- -- -- 71 
Soccer Clinic 11 -- -- -- -- 
Optimist Soccer 334 325 353 347 346 
Totals 345 325 353 347 424 

 
 
 

Softball 
 

Softball 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Ponytail Softball 32 -- -- -- -- 
Pigtail/Ponytail Softball 38 23 43 44 35 
Junior League Softball -- -- 3 Teams  0 0 
Senior League Softball 6 Teams 6 Teams 7 Teams 6 Teams 8 Teams 

 
 
 

Tennis 
 

Tennis 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Advanced Beginner Tennis 40 32 30 30 14 
Beginning Tennis 54 79 68 80 79 
Intermediate Tennis 13 16 12 31 23 
Pee-Wee Tennis 31 42 44 66 71 
Totals 138 169 154 207 187 
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Support Services 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department supports several area programs by coordinating schedules, taking 
registrations, and providing facilities. Though the Department does not directly or independently provide these 
programs, it supports the organizations that do. 
 
 

Activities 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Marshfield Football        
Football Fundamentals 30 26     -- 
7-on-7 Football 11* 12* 18* 18* 18* 14* 17* 
Marshfield Country Club -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Adult Golf 58 55 56 34 34 33 22 
Junior Golf 38 63 68 73 57 33 30 
Senior Golf 16 12 15 11 5 8 4 
Youth Golf 14 3 7 3 2 0 3 
Golf Camp 24 20 24 20 8 8 12 
Jr. League Golf     53 39 34 
Advanced Golf     5 4 3 
Women’s Golf      20 33 
Marshfield Tennis Association        
USTA Tennis League 58 71 36   67 67 
Marshfield Youth Wrestling        
Youth Wrestling 64 54 67 57 81 76 55 
Kiwanis & Main Street Marshfield        
Skate Park Competition     53 14 19 
Marshfield Optimist Breakfast Club        
Optimist Soccer     353 347 348 

 
• Denotes number of teams enrolled as opposed to individuals 



City of Marshfield Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

Schreiber Anderson Associates March 2006  95 

Appendix H: Map of Ownership and Management of Marshfield Fairgrounds Park 
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Appendix I: Map of Approved and Potential Future Residential in Marshfield 
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