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Fire Preven on Week, a na onal observance proclaimed by President
Calvin Coolidge in 1925, was the result of two extremely devasta ng ﬁres
that happened on the same day, October 8, 1871.
The ﬁrst ﬁre, and undoubtedly the
more widely known one, was the
Great Chicago Fire. This ﬁre caused
devasta ng damage, resul ng in more
than 250 deaths, le 100,000 homeless, destroyed more than 17,400
structures, and burned more than
2,000 acres of land.
The second ﬁre, occurring the exact
same day, was in Pesh go, Wisconsin.
This forest ﬁre, the deadliest one in
US history, destroyed a stretch of forest land 10 miles wide and 40 miles
long, oblitera ng the towns of
Pesh go and Brussels, killing about
1,500 people.
In all, the Pesh go ﬁre burned more
than 280,000 acres in Oconto, Marine e, Shawano, Brown, Kewaunee,
Door, Manitowoc and Outagamie
coun es. The human toll was 1,152

known dead and another 350 believed dead. Another 1,500 were
seriously injured and at least 3,000
made homeless. The property loss
was es mated conserva vely at
$5,000,000 and this did not include
2,000,000 valuable trees and saplings and scores of animals.
As a result of these two ﬁres, Fire
Preven on Week was established as
a week that children, adults, and
teachers learn how to stay safe in
case of a ﬁre. Fireﬁghters provide
lifesaving public educa on in an
eﬀort to dras cally decrease casuales caused by ﬁres.
At the Marshﬁeld Fire and Rescue
Department our Fire Preven on
Public Educa on team visited every
elementary classroom within the
school district, mee ng with approximately 2,500 children and teachers.
Read more about what the Public
Educa on Team did this year from
FF Erik Jonas (Public Educa on Coordinator) on page 2 of this issue.
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CHIEF’S PERSPECTIVE
Scott M. Owen, Sr.

Before you know it 2018 will become a memory. The year has ﬂown by for us here at the FD. We have seen a signiﬁcant amount of change this year and 2019 will see addi onal change.
As we move into the Christmas season we again are par cipa ng in the annual Keep the Wreath Green campaign.
This is the 25th year for the ﬁre safety campaign in Wood County aimed at raising awareness of ﬁre safety this holiday
season. The awareness campaign runs from Thanksgiving Day through New Year's Eve.
At the start of the campaign, the wreath is lit en rely by green lights. Each me a structure ﬁre occurs
in Wood County, a red bulb will replace a green bulb. The white bulb at the top of the wreath is in honor of all those ﬁreﬁghters who have died in the line of duty.
The main goal of this campaign is to raise the level of awareness for ﬁre safety during the holiday season and ul mately reduce the number of ﬁres that we see at any me during the year. Our hope is to
have a green wreath on January 1, 2019.
Please help us achieve this goal and be safe this holiday season!!!! As always, we look forward to connuing to serve the ci zens of Marshﬁeld and thank you for your con nued support.

2018 Fire Prevention Week
By Erik Jonas, Relief Lieutenant/Public Education Coordinator

The Marshﬁeld Fire and Rescue Department ac vely pursues opportuni es to engage the ci zens of the community and encourage ﬁre safety awareness. Annually, the ﬁrst week of October
marks the beginning of Fire Preven on Week. Most ﬁre departments in the na on u lize this
me to engage the youth within their communi es and promote ﬁre safety educa on. The
Marshﬁeld Fire and Rescue Department is grateful for the opportunity to visit each K-6th grade
class within the eight public and parochial schools that are located within the school district.
Each class receives a 30 minute age appropriate presenta on based upon the current year’s
theme.
This year’s theme was “Look, Listen, Learn; Be Aware Fire Can Happen Anywhere.” During this valuable me with
each class, the students are encouraged to interact with each of the ﬁre ﬁghters by asking ques ons or sharing
per nent experiences. The students are given the opportunity to par cipate in various age appropriate contest
ac vi es, designed to promote safety awareness within their own homes. For example the 3rd and 4th grade students made home escape plans based upon the layout of their homes and the 5th and 6th grade students were
tasked with crea ng a short video which highlighted possible ﬁre dangers within their homes.
Many of the prizes for the ﬁre preven on contests were donated by local businesses and included hotel / water
park passes, bikes and pizza par es to name a few. The Marshﬁeld community is truly blessed to have so many
con nued on page 3
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GET FIRED UP!
Was Marshﬁeld burning down? What was up with all of the ﬁre trucks going
down Central Avenue on Sunday (October 21)? It was the 15th Annual Get
Fired Up event!

SAVE TH
E DATE!
Get Fire
d Up 20
19
Octobe
r 13, 20
19

This annual event allows ci zens and visitors the chance to meet and interact with
diﬀerent area ﬁre departments. Each department is encouraged to provide some
type of safety-related training and handouts for families in a endance.
Although a endance was down slightly from previous years (it was held on the rain
date as mother nature did not play nice with us on October 14th) those a ending
did have a great me and par cipated in several diﬀerent ac vi es.
Some of the events families could par cipate included pu ng out ﬁres (targets),
stop, drop and roll, teddy bear drop, “escape” from the smoke safety trailer, and
much more.
If you missed this year’s event, plan on a ending next year. It is held the second
Sunday of October (October 13, 2019). See you there!

2018 Fire Prevention Week (continued from page 2)
local businesses that promote and support the safety
educa on of our youth.
Our public safety educa on team truly enjoys the opportunity to interact with the students of the community.
The Marshﬁeld Fire and Rescue Department is commi ed
to providing safety educa on to people of all ages to foster an emergency preven on culture within our community.
Department Contact Informa on:
Marshﬁeld Fire and Rescue Department
514 E. 4th Street
Marshﬁeld, WI 54449
(715) 486-2094 (Sta on)
(715) 384-8868 (Fax)
mfrd@ci.marshﬁeld.wi.us
h p://ci.marshﬁeld.wi.us/departments/ﬁre_and_rescue
h p://www.facebook.com/MarshﬁeldFire
h ps://twi er.com/MarshﬁeldFD

Thank you for your support!

Recent Department Events

Various contest winners from the 2018 Fire Preven on Week contests
Vehicle Extrica on training with area
volunteer ﬁre departments

2018 Holiday Parade

Stop the Bleed Training at a local elementary school

2018 Department Response Sta s cs – October-November 2018

*dual response
with ambulance

EMS Calls by District*
October-November 2018
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6
District 7
District 8
District 9
District 10

119
57
8
33
60
30
22
16
36
52

*Does not include EMS
responses outside of city
limits

