
 

 

CABLE TV COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 23, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order by Deputy Clerk Panzer at 5:03 p.m. in Room 108 of City Hall Plaza. 
 
PRESENT:  Jim Daniels, Ed Gerl, George Holck, Dean Markwardt, Senen Siasoco and Alderperson 
Earll 
ALSO PRESENT:  Assistant Coordinator & Production Manager Breanna Speth and Deputy Clerk 
Panzer 
EXCUSED:  Shawn Warren    

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON & VICE CHAIRPERSON 

Deputy Clerk Panzer asked for nominations for Chairperson. 
 
Dean Markwardt nominated George Holck.     
  
There being no further nominations Deputy Clerk declared nominations closed.  

  
CTV14-026    Motion by Gerl, second by Earll to elect George Holck as Chairperson.    

Motion carried 

 

Holck assumed the chair. 
 
Chairperson Holck asked for nominations for Vice Chairperson. 
 
Jim Daniels nominated Dean Markwardt.                                        
   
There being no further nominations Chairperson Holck declared nominations closed. 

 

CTV14-027    Motion by Siasoco, second by Earll to elect Dean Markwardt as Vice Chairperson.    

Motion carried 

                              

SET MEETING DATE AND TIME 

CTV14-028    Motion by Earll, second by Gerl to keep the meeting date on the fourth Monday of the 
month at 5:00 p.m.  

 

Discussion was held as to whether or not another Monday of the month would work for the committee 
members since the 4th Monday sometimes falls on a holiday.  Alderperson Earll has other city meetings 
on the other three Mondays of the month.   
 
Daniels asked if the Cable TV Committee was required to meet every month.   
 
Deputy Clerk Panzer will check the Municipal Code to see if the Cable TV Committee is required to 
meet each month. 
 
Markwardt suggested holding a strategic planning meeting on one of our regular meeting nights 
instead of our regular meeting if we aren’t required to meet every month.    
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CTV14-029    Motion by Markwardt, second by Daniels to end discussion. 

Motion carried  

 

Vote on motion CTV14-028; Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chairperson Holck said Breanna Speth is doing a very excellent job.  The correspondence that she 
included with the Public Access Coordinator’s report confirms this.    

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  
CTV14-030    Motion by Gerl, second by Markwardt to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2014 
meeting as submitted.    

Motion carried 

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

Quarterly franchise fee payment in the amount of $58,287.17 was received.  
 
Breanna received an email from the office of the Lieutenant Governor.  Lieutenant Governor Kleefisch 
visited MCTV’s studio on May 16th and a follow-up email from her office revealed that she was 
impressed with her experience at MCTV’s studio. 
 
Breanna received an email from MACCI indicating that the Chamber is providing exposure to 
MCTV’s videos on their new website. 
 
Breanna received an email newsletter from Karen Rau, Marshfield Area Pet Shelter with a nice plug 
for MCTV and a link to MCTV’s Breakfast video.  That video received more than 200 views because 
of that email.   
 
An article in the Marshfield News-Herald on MCTV’s awards received at the Wisconsin Community 
Media Conference. 
 
MCTV was featured on the Wisconsin Community Media homepage for receiving the “MACCI 
Service Award”. 
 
Breanna received a forwarded email from Master Gardeners indicating that the program MCTV 
produced on Master Gardeners was well-received. 
 
Breanna received another Marshfield Area Pet Shelter email newsletter, highlighting MCTV’s Paws 
for Brittany recap video.  Many compliments were received on this! 
 
Breanna and Dan received a thank you note from Marshfield Area Pet Shelter for attending and 
helping to promote the Paws for Brittany fundraiser on May 10th. 
 
An article in the YOU Magazine on “Giving Hope a Home.”  The magazine is published by Gannett 
and circulated throughout Central Wisconsin.  Breanna free-lances for this magazine and was asked by 
her editor to write a story on the show.  The magazine is also available online, where links to the 
Giving Hope a Home program will be provided. 
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FOLLOW UP ON AUDITING CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS WITH A QUOTE FROM 

CITY AUDITORS, SCHENCK SC 

Alderperson Earll reported that Finance Director Strey contacted Schenck SC and they said they were 
not interested in doing this audit.  It is too small of a job for them.       
 
It hasn’t been worth it in the past typically because what an auditor finds usually won’t pay the fee of 
the auditor.  We may spend more for the audit than what we would recover.   
 
No action was taken. 

  

PUBLIC ACCESS COORDINATOR'S REPORT 
The Public Access Coordinator's Report for May and June 2014 was reviewed.  (See attached report.)  

 

Gerl expressed concerns with the utilizing of YouTube.  We have copyright protection on the backside 
of our videos by Marshfield Community TV.  Once it goes on YouTube that is now null and void.  We 
don’t have any release forms for this to let people know that we will be doing this and if they don’t 
want their program on YouTube, we could be in a lot of trouble.  No research was done on this to tell 
us that this is okay to do.    
 
CTV14-031    Motion by Gerl, second by Siasoco to stop all YouTube and Facebook uploads as of 
tomorrow until all the legalities for the copyrights and release forms get worked out.  
 
Discussion was held.   
 
Markwardt said uploading to YouTube and Facebook is a service and it is distributing our product 
more widely which is a good thing. 
 
Vote on motion CTV14-031. 

Motion failed   

 
CTV14-032    Motion by Markwardt, second by Daniels to refer the matter of legal liability regarding 
YouTube or Facebook postings to our City Attorney for further clarification.   

Motion carried  

 

Breanna will also check with Mary Cardona, Executive Director of Wisconsin Community Media 
regarding this matter. 
  
CTV14-033    Motion by Gerl, second by Siasoco to receive and place on file the Public Access 
Coordinator's Report.   

Motion carried 

  

BILLS 

The bill query reports for May and June were reviewed. 
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CTV14-034   Motion by Siasoco, second by Markwardt to authorize payment of the following bills as 
presented: 
 
May Invoices:  

Walmart (Trans. #5812, 1621 & 804)                                $  439.91 
Breanna Speth (Reimbursement)                                           166.28 
B & H (Invoices 82416857 & 82443930)                               75.70 
Advanced Disposal                                                                  34.87 
Quill                                                                                         52.87 
Charter Business (04/26/14 to 05/25/14)                                 15.21 
Charter Business (05/01/14 to 05/31/14)                               258.16 
Events Etc (Invoices 6567 & 6696)                                         18.00 
Gene Michael Productions Inc.                                              300.00 
Granicus, Inc. (April 2014)                                                    600.00 
We Energies (04/03/14 to 05/05/14)                                        32.64  
VIDCOM, LLC (Invoices 277 & 279)                                7,397.00 

              

                                                Total            $9,390.64 

 

 

 June Invoices: 
B & H (Invoices 83074856, 83608649 & 83913226)         $ 485.76 
Charter Business (06/01/14 to 06/30/14)                                258.73 
Electronic Services (Invoices 11552 & 11568)                      137.50 
Granicus, Inc. (May 2014)                                                      600.00 
VIDCOM, LLC (Invoices 280 & 281)                                3,895.90 
VIDCOM LLC (Reimbursement)                                          664.62 
Walmart (Trans. #8019)                                                           89.98 
Walmart (Credit)                                                                   (89.98) 
Walmart (Credit)                                                                   (52.71) 

              

                                                Total            $5,989.80 

Motion carried 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Markwardt noticed that the Treasurer’s Working Cash beginning balance was the same on both the 
April and May balance sheets.  The committee members wondered what the Treasurer’s Working Cash 
beginning balance was and how it is derived.     
 
Chairperson Holck will try to get some clarification from Finance Director Strey and report back at 
next month’s meeting. 
 
CTV14-035    Motion by Siasoco, second by Gerl to receive and place on file the financial report for 
the period of January 1, 2014 through April 30, 2014 and the financial report for the period of January 
1, 2014 through May 31, 2014. 

Motion carried 
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RECOMMENDED ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS  

• Clarification on the Financial Report balance sheet for the Cable Television Fund 

• Follow up on Cable TV Committee meeting mandates.  Is the committee required to meet 
monthly?  

• Clarification and follow up on the legalities of YouTube and Facebook postings 

• Set up a meeting to continue strategic planning process  
 

SET UP A MEETING TO CONTINUE STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS 

Committee members decided to put this on hold for another month.  It will be discussed again at the 
next regular Cable TV Committee meeting.             
 
Next meeting is scheduled for July 28, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Motion by Gerl, second by Earll to adjourn at 5:55 p.m.    

Motion carried 

  
 
 
Lori A. Panzer 
Deputy City Clerk 
 



Public Access Coordinator’s Report 
Cable TV Committee Meeting 6/23/14 

 

New Shows June 2014 (Since 4/18/2014): for MCTV 98 

• Insight: Ask the Mayor (monthly) 

• Insight: Wood County Sheriff Tom Reichert (monthly) 

• Insight: Mayor's Dairyfest Breakfast 

• Marshfield School Board Meeting (monthly) 

• President Address/GOP Reply (weekly) 

• The Great Climate Debate – Lecture 2 of 3 

• Aber Suzuki Center PSA 

• Cooking With Ruth – Episode 27 (Hummus) 

• Cooking With Ruth – Episode 28 (Poppyseed Dressing) 

• Cooking With Ruth – Episode 28 (Walnut Bars) 

• Cooking With Ruth – Episode 28 (Summer Salad) 

• Ribbon Cutting: Taqueria El Sol 

• Insight: Paws for Brittany 

• Chloride Awareness & Reduction Project 

• Chestnut Avenue Center for the Arts Exhibit: April (Vibrancy of Nature) 

• Chestnut Avenue Center for the Arts Exhibit: May (WWI) 

• Chestnut Avenue Center for the Arts Exhibit: June (Cows: A Close Up) 

• Marshfield Police Department – Police Chief Finalists 

• Library Corner- Meet the Author: Barbara Bolton 

• Business Profile: Episode 13 featuring The Sports Den 

• Announcement of new Marshfield Police Chief - April 29, 2014 

• Dairyfest Preview 2014 

• City of Marshfield Arbor Day Celebration - May 9, 2014 

• Stairwell Art For the Heart at City Hall 

• Compassion in Action Fundraiser - May 3, 2014 

• Marshfield Police Department - Ride-Along #2 “Summer Safety” 

• Visit from Wisconsin Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch 

• Common Core State Standards - with Dr. Duke Pesta 

• Marshfield CVB Tourism Banquet & "Best of Marshfield" Award Presentation 

• Paws for Brittany Event Recap 

• Peace Officer Memorial Day 

• Loose Talk: Conversations with Friends - Episode 1 with Greg Rindfleisch 

(produced by Dean Markwardt) 

• Loose Talk: Conversations with Friends - Episode 2 with John Wing (produced 

by Dean Markwardt) 

• MACCI Small Business of the Year Recognition: Wickersham Jewelry 

• Giving Hope A Home: Episode 4 (produced by Hope Lodge) 

• The Great War - A Lecture by Dr. Jeff Kleiman 

• A Tour of Jurustic Park with Clyde Wynia 

• Dairyfest Parade 2014 

• Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Anytime Fitness 



• Marshfield Public Library Summer Reading Program Kickoff 

 
 

Channel 96 Meetings 

• Common Council Preview 

• Common Council 

• Public Works 

• Finance, Budget, Personnel 

• City Plan Commission 

• Parks, Recreation, & Forestry Committee 

• Marshfield Utilities Commission 

• Judiciary & License Commission 

• Police & Fire Commission 

 

John Beck 

• Immanuel Lutheran Worship Service (weekly) 

 

Don Schnitzler 

• The Life & Cooperage of Frank J. Hess (Brett edited) 

• Bicentennial Wagon Train (Brett edited) 

• "Marshfield Past, Present, & Future" Student Art Exhibit (Brett edited) 

 

Dana Speth 

• New Visions Gallery: Longing & Lace (Breanna edited) 

 

Don Nystrom 

• Affordable Care Act Update (Breanna edited) 

 

Susan Speth 

• Grant Elementary School Spring Concert (Breanna edited) 

 

River Cities Community Access 

• MSTC Board of Directors April 2014 

• MSTC Board of Directors May 2014 

• Wood County Board of Supervisors Meeting - April 

• Wood County Board of Supervisors Meeting - May 

 
 

Other 

• LaCrosse Catholic Diocese Mass 

• House of Yahweh 

• Conversations from St. Norberts 

• Music & the Spoken Word 

 



Personnel: 

 

Dan Kummer has been out on medical leave since March 25, 2014. Breanna Speth has 

assumed management duties in his absence. There has been no interruption of PEG 

services during this time period. Dan hopes to return to work in at least a limited capacity 

soon.  

 

Breanna Speth has assumed the new title of Assistant Coordinator, and she also continues 

in her role as “Production Manager,” overseeing all stages of show development.  

 

Brett Butler has completed his training at MGTV and is an invaluable asset to both the 

station and METV/MCTV. He is now responsible for directing, graphics creation, and 

scheduling at MGTV, as well as assisting with studio shoots and on-site filming at 

MCTV. 

 

Karen Din continues in her administrative and PR role, in the mornings.  

 

Shirley Gebert manages all administrative aspects at MCTV in the afternoons (when 

Karen is at SJH). Karen and Shirley continue to expand our community calendar and 

Facebook pages. www.Facebook.com/MarshfieldTv is our Facebook address. 

 

Jared Coffren has been on leave due to his involvement in Marshfield High School Golf. 

He is expected to return during the summer, or at least in the fall. 

 

Dan and Breanna will be meeting soon to discuss the 2015 budget. It is Breanna’s 

recommendation that staff compensation be evaluated in an effort to better provide a 

competitive rate to employees. 

 

Dan and Breanna worked out an agreement with Felker Brothers (we scaled down the 

project) so that we could assist them with their Open House video. Felker covered costs 

of production, script, safety gear, and talent, and the program will air on MCTV as a 

“Made in Marshfield” special, as well as at Felker’s Open House. The program will be 

shown to hundreds of people and be a great advert for MCTV’s quality of service. Dan 

will be discussing the future of such arrangements and the opportunities they offer the 

station. 

 

Breanna is teaching a Community Producer course on June 30. There are six individuals 

interested in this course, but only two will be attending that evening. Two of the six are 

students home from school for the summer and will be shadowing studio shoots. Two 

others are interested in the editing process and government meetings, respectively. They 

will be supervised accordingly, but have been encouraged to sign up for the course in an 

effort to better understand the equipment and what we do here at MCTV. 

 

 

Other News & Updates: 

Our live production of the Dairyfest Parade went very well. We had a crew of two 

camera operators (Mike Weigel and John Beck), camera assistant (Kaylin Speth), director 



(Breanna Speth), and assistant director (Brett Butler). Hosts were Jeff Cannon (WDLB 

Radio) and Dana Upton (MACCI Ambassador/Prudential Success Realtor). Breanna’s 

family (sister, Dana and mom, Sue) also assisted on a pro-bono capacity (thank you!). 

The most challenging part of the production was during the week, during setup, as we 

were experiencing technical difficulties. With help from Jay Holbrook and Randy 

Hastreiter (Electronic Services), we were able to pinpoint the problem and create a 

temporary fix for the parade. We will need to have the cord reels looked at before the 

next parade (Holiday Parade in November).  

 

We have had some technical issues at MGTV as well, related to an S-Video cable. We 

have ordered the necessary part and expect that to arrive by the end of this week (6/13). 

Randy will assist with getting this working again. In the meantime, one camera will be 

broadcasting in composite video, which is fine but not ideal. 

 

On April 29, we were the first media to announce the news of Marshfield’s New Police 

Chief, Rick Gramza. That was exciting! Members of the public thanked us for providing 

this service. 

 

We have begun to utilize YouTube more for some programming, due to its quicker 

upload speeds. For example, the announcement of Marshfield’s new police chief was 

posted to YouTube (and then later uploaded to PEG Central) because, as a hot-hitting 

news item, it could be posted right away. PEG Central is still a valuable resource for our 

archives, however. All programs uploaded to YouTube are also made available on PEG 

Central. 

 

MailChimp continues to be used for Breanna’s “New Shows” e-mail. Features in 

MailChimp allow us to track which videos are being opened and by whom. If someone 

deletes an e-mail without reading, we are able to tell this. This feature is proving useful in 

highlighting which videos are most popular, thereby helping us to determine what types 

of programming we should consider producing more of. 

 

Some new organizations that Breanna is working with on programming are The Hannah 

Center and Wildwood Zoo. We are also planning a Library & Community Center Update, 

new episodes of Library Corner, a feature on Volunteer Marshfield, and more programs 

with the Marshfield Police Department. In short, a lot of great programming is in the 

works! 

 

Breanna is participating in the Marshfield Fire & Rescue Department’s Firefighter 

Academy, a 5-week course held once per week (skipping July 3 on account of the 

holiday) for 3 hours that teaches citizens what firefighters do on a day-to-day basis. The 

course will provide us with a better understanding of how our services can better help the 

department. 

 

 

 



Correspondence: 

 

A. Praise from the office of the Lt. Governor 

a. Lt. Governor Kleefisch visited our studio on May 16 and a follow-up e-

mail from her office reveals that she was impressed with her experience 

here. 

 

B. An e-mail from MACCI indicating that the Chamber is providing exposure to our 

videos on their new website 

 

C. E-mail newsletter from Marshfield Area Pet Shelter with a nice plug for MCTV 

and a link to our Breakfast video. That video received more than 200 views 

because of that e-mail. 

 

D. Article in the Marshfield News-Herald on our awards received at the Wisconsin 

Community Media conference. 

 

E. MCTV was featured on the WCM homepage for receiving the “MACCI Service 

Award” (They call me Breanna “Smith”, but I’ll forgive them!) 

 

F. E-mail forward from Master Gardeners indicating that the program we produced 

on MG was well-received 

 

G. Another MAPS e-mail newsletter, this time highlighting our Paws For Brittany 

recap video. Many compliments were received on this! 

 

H. Thank-you note from MAPS for attending and helping to promote the Paws For 

Brittany fundraiser on May 10. 

 

I. Article in YOU Magazine on “Giving Hope A Home.” The magazine is published 

by Gannett and circulated throughout Central Wisconsin. Breanna free-lances for 

this magazine and was asked by her editor to write a story on the show. The 

magazine is also available online, where links to the GHAH program will be 

provided. 
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