
 FEBRUARY 23, 2016 

Regular meeting of the Common Council was called to order by Mayor Meyer at 7:02 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall Plaza.  
PRESENT: Michael Feirer, Alanna Feddick, Chris Jockheck, Gordon H. Earll, Ed Wagner, Rebecca 
Spiros, Tom Buttke and Peter Hendler.    
EXCUSED:  Rich Reinart and Gary Cummings 
 
The flag was saluted and the pledge given. 
 
No items were added to the agenda. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

William Penker, 600 South Sycamore Avenue.  He spoke in regards to Ordinance No. 1328, 
repealing of Section 9.32, Improper Exhibitions.  Section 9.32 (8)(a) references nude dancing in 
licensed establishments prohibited.  Several months ago, a local nightclub commenced legal action 
against the City of Marshfield and one of the issues was Section 9.32.  With an ongoing legal action it 
is understandable that legal issues would be discussed in closed session; however that practice can 
keep critical issues under the public’s radar and some of those issues are noted in the Stipulation and 
Order which was filed with the Wood County Clerk of Courts on January 27, 2016.  When specific 
issues have not been presented to the public in a timely fashion, the public is not able to enter into 
discussions and debates with the Common Council and the public is not able to resolve the 
controversy in its mind or narrow the issue so they can offer advice to the Common Council.  There 
are ten stipulations in court orders in the document few citizens have seen.  How much comment can 
the public provide when there is an information gap?  On the other hand, perhaps the public has 
developed informed opinions on this matter.  He quoted Alderman Feirer and thanked him for his 
very perceptive comments from an interview with Adam Hocking.  “We as a Common Council and 
city staff need to have better communication with the public.  We are questioned many times about 
open dialog on an issue and sometimes we fail to explain the issues to the public and get the 
information to them so they can make an informed opinion.  This is the perception that the public has 
of city and council.”  If you take Alderman Feirer’s statement and switch around a few words, whom 
does it apply to?  It applies to the silent citizens who never show up at these meetings to discuss 
critical issues.   
 
Tom Witzel, 1500 South Cedar Avenue.  He spoke in regards to the proposed downtown projects and 
offered several alternatives to the proposed plan.  He suggested relocating the corridor to connect the 
park to the athletic facility along Veterans Parkway.  This would save taxpayer money wasted on 
tearing up a recently completed West Second Street.  It would utilize already existing walking/bike 
paths along beautifully developed greenery.  It would provide outdoor seating near five already 
established eateries.  It would approach the beautifully designed new Library from the front and it 
would approach athletic facilities without feeling fenced off by the Street Department.  It would also 
provide a visual hook for anybody traveling along Veterans Parkway enticing them to turn into the 
downtown and spend some money. 
 
He suggested using Columbia Park as the community gathering place.  It is located at approximately 
the same distance from the main flow of traffic, but it is already an established location with an 
outdoor concert venue and mature trees.  If Columbia Park does not satisfy the needs for that 
downtown square, perhaps at least consider locations that are along the flow of traffic to tempt those 
travelers to stop.  To further increase downtown awareness to bring visitors to this area of town, 
consider moving established activities such as Dairyfest back to the downtown.  Additionally, for 
other downtown activities it would be nice to provide activities that include family friendly non-
drinking related activities rather than the same beer garden and concert scenarios that seem to be at 
every one of those activities. 
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It may be advantageous to invest some money into upgrading the Hefko Pool to tempt people that 
live within our community to spend some of their family time within our community.  A lot of people 
spend a lot of time and money outside going to the Weston Aquatic Center or other locations that 
provide a more family friendly situation.  Recently the city announced that they are investing money 
into the Mall while attempting to increase traffic in the downtown area.  Currently, the city is divided 
into two parts; the historic downtown and the continually growing north end.  In between the two 
sections of the City is a section of road; Central Avenue that runs from Arnold to Harrison that has 
not been significantly addressed in years, but has rather had a band-aide approach of correcting small 
sections only to have additional sections needing work months later.   If the city were to take some of 
the TID #4 funds which could be used within that half mile radius of the downtown, and reconstruct 
that section of road it would offer a beautiful automotive corridor between the two main commercial 
sections of the city and it may tempt further commercial development within that section and unite 
the two commercial venues. 
 
Mayor Meyer pointed out that Central Avenue is Highway 97 and it is the State of Wisconsin’s street.  
The State of Wisconsin is currently planning a surface reconstruction on that street in 2019, which is 
one of the reasons that that road continues to be in the condition it is, simply because it is a state 
highway that is funded and maintained by the State of Wisconsin not by the City of Marshfield. 

 

CC16-031    Motion by Hendler, second by Feirer to approve the minutes of the Common Council 
regular meeting of February 9, 2016.  

Motion carried  
 

STAFF UPDATES 

None 
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

Employee Recognitions 
 Christine Giacomino, Police Department      March 5, 2001   15 years 
 
Mayor Meyer moved item M., Presentation of a Proclamation for the Marshfield C.A.R.E.S. 
program, up on the agenda. 
 
Mayor Meyer presented a proclamation to Charles McCauley, recognizing Market on Sixth as the 
Marshfield C.A.R.E.S. 2015 Outstanding Participant of the year. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 
None 
 

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

CC16-032    Motion by Wagner, second by Hendler to receive and place on file, approving all 
recommended actions for the items listed on the consent agenda.  Meeting Minutes/Reports: Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry Committee of November 12, 2015; Convention & Visitors Bureau of 
November 17, 2015; Zoning Board of Appeals of January 12, 2016; Parks, Recreation and Forestry 
Committee of January 14, 2016; Library Board of January 19, 2016; Committee on Aging of 
February 4, 2016; Historic Preservation Committee of February 6, 2016; Utility Commission of  
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February 8, 2016 (Job Order #17845, Single Phase Rebuild Klondike Rd. to State Rd North to replace 
aging system & copper conductor $91,145); Judiciary & License Committee of February 9, 2016; 
Main Street Board of Directors of February 10, 2016; Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee of 
February 11, 2016; Board of Public Works of February 15, 2016; Judiciary and License Committee 
of February 16, 2016; Finance, Budget, and Personnel Committee of February 16, 2016 (1. Payroll 
Resolution No. 2016-01, adopting salary schedule for non-represented employees, effective July 1, 
2016; 2. Payroll Resolution No. 2016-05, adjusting pay for temporary, seasonal, and part-time 
positions effective January 1, 2016; 3. Resolution No. 2016-13 (committed fund balances – 
12/31/15); and 4. Revised Policy 3.800, (compensation plan administration)); and Plan Commission 
of February 16, 2016 (1. Resolution No. 2016-14, CUP by Gregory Collins (lot combination for 620-
622 Laurel Court; and 2. Resolution No. 2016-15, Conditional Use Request by Peter Schau 
(temporary communication tower at Grant Park)).  

Motion carried 

 
No items were removed from the consent agenda. 
 
A presentation regarding e-cigarettes and vapor cigarettes was given by Destinee Coenen, Central  
Wisconsin Tobacco Free Coalition. 
 
A presentation on St. Vincent de Paul was given by Jerry Lang and Kathy Dierickx.  They asked the  
Common Council for a contribution of $100,000 to help preserve the building and their programs.     
 
St. Vincent de Paul’s funding request will be discussed for further consideration at the March 22,  
2016 Common Council meeting.  
 
First reading of Ordinance No. 1328, repealing Section 9.32, Improper Exhibitions. 
 
First reading of Ordinance No. 1329, Municipal Code Amendment Request by the City of Marshfield 
to amend Chapter 18, General Zoning Ordinance, Sections 18-37,  18-54, and 18-58, allowing 
“Outdoor Commercial Entertainment” uses as a permitted  use in the Downtown Mixed Use (DMU) 
district and amending the land use regulations for the “Outdoor Commercial Entertainment” use. The 
proposed amendment would increase the bufferyard when abutting residentially zoned property, 
require the approval of the Board of Public Works for activities on city-owned property (including 
right-of-way), and reduce the parking requirement. 
  
CC16-033    Motion by Earll, second by Hendler to postpone item R., possible pay increase for 
Council members, effective May 1, 2017 until the March 8, 2016 Common Council meeting.    

Motion carried 

 
CC16-034    Motion by Wagner, second by Feirer to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin 
Statutes, chapter 19.85 (1)(e) “Deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public properties, the 
investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session.”    

• Development agreement for property located within TID #7 

• Negotiation for sale of City Hall to Gorman & Company 

• Negotiation for purchase of Forward Financial building 
Roll call vote, all ayes.  (Time: 8:06 p.m.) 

Motion carried 
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Present in closed session: Alderpersons Feirer, Feddick, Jockheck, Earll, Wagner, Spiros, Buttke and 
Hendler, Mayor Meyer, City Administrator Barg, City Attorney Wolfgram, Development Services 
Director Angell, City Engineer Turchi, Finance Director Strey and Human Resources 
Manager/Assistant to the City Administrator Rachu. 

 

CC16-035    Motion by Wagner, second by Hendler to return to open session.  Roll call vote, all ayes.  
(Time: 8:36 p.m.)  

Motion carried 

 
Future Agenda Items 
St. Vincent de Paul’s request will be scheduled for discussion at the March 22nd Council meeting 
 
Motion by Buttke, second by Feirer to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Meyer declared the meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Lori A. Panzer 
Deputy City Clerk 


