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SNOW EMERGENCY
SIDEWALKS CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
CITY SAND BOXES

Snow emergency:  A “snow emergency” exists whenever there is an accumulation of snow of three or more inches during a 24-hour period, and such accumulation interferes with the ability of vehicles to travel safely in the City of Marshfield.  A snow emergency continues in effect for 48 hours after the snowfall has ended and until the snow has been removed from the streets or until the emergency is cancelled by the director of public works.  

During this time, parking on city streets and lots is prohibited, with the exception of the following locations but only after they have been plowed:

· Central Avenue from Harrison Street to 16th Street.
· Maple Avenue from Arnold Street to 6th Street.  
· Chestnut Avenue from Arnold Street to 7th Street.  
· 1st, 4th, 5th, and 6th Streets from Chestnut Avenue to Maple Avenue.  
· 7th Street from Chestnut Avenue to Central Avenue.  
· 2nd and 3rd Streets from Chestnut Avenue to Cedar Avenue.  

Violations can result in a parking ticket and the towing of your vehicle.  This ordinance allows our street maintenance crews to remove the snow safely and efficiently.

Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks:  City ordinance states that it is the responsibility of owners of property abutting or containing public sidewalks to keep these sidewalks free from snow and ice accumulations at all times.  The owner is responsible for removing or having removed all accumulations of snow and ice from the entire paved width and length of the sidewalks within 48 hours after snow or ice has fallen or accumulated thereon.  In the case of drifting snow or of ice accumulating due to melting and refreezing, the owner shall keep all sidewalks sprinkled with sand or salt.  

If the owner fails to comply, the city’s street superintendent may arrange for prompt removal or treatment of the ice and/or snow accumulations and may repeat removal or treatment procedures as often as necessary to maintain such sidewalks in a safe and usable condition.  Any costs and expenses for removal or treatment shall be charged to the property owner.  

City sand boxes:  For your safety, the Marshfield street department provides sand, at no charge, to people residing within the city limits.  These sand boxes are located at the following inter-sections: 



Fig/Upham						5th/Columbus 
Upham/Walnut					5th/Oak 
St. Joseph/Upham					7th/Chestnut 
Becker/Peach						8th/Peach 
Doege/Peach						17th/Felker 
Blodgett/Central 

Please use the sand economically by taking only the needed amount.  A five-quart ice cream pail is recommended to transport the sand to your driveway and sidewalks.  

When taking sand, you need to park your vehicle in a legal and safe parking area.  (Sand is no longer available for pick up at the street department.)  
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VEHICLE WARMING DANGERS
WINTER DRIVING TIPS

A common Wisconsin practice is to allow vehicles to run during the coldest winter months, even when no one is in them.  While it is advisable to warm the vehicle enough to clear the windows of frost and snow, there are dangers associated with doing this.  

· Running an unlocked vehicle invites some people to not only steal your vehicle, but any valuables you may have inside it as well.  We recommend you use a second set of keys or keyless entry (if equipped) to keep your vehicle secure at all times.  

· Poisonous carbon monoxide gases can leak into parked vehicles and affect the driver and passengers without any warning.  Make sure your vehicle’s exhaust system is in good working order.    

· Never leave a vehicle running in a garage.  Back completely out and close the garage door.  This is the only way to ensure that carbon monoxide does not enter your home.    

Motorists are reminded that during the winter months you need to remove snow and frost from your vehicle before driving.  This includes brushing the snow away from the windows, head-lights, rear taillights, and the license plate area. Failure to do this is not only unsafe, but illegal and could result in a citation.   

Don’t drive your vehicle until the windshield, side windows, and rear window are snow and frost free so that you have a clear view of the road. Your own child, friend, or relative may be the person you fail to see if your car windows are not clear.  
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PASSING SNOWPLOWS AND EMERGENCY VEHICLES 

There are no state laws that prohibit you from passing a snowplow.  However, it is illegal (state statute 346.915) to follow a snowplow closer than 200 feet upon any highway having the posted speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour if the snowplow is engaged in snow and ice removal.  This does not apply when overtaking and passing a snowplow.  But if the operator of any vehicle upon a highway, having a posted speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour, follows the snowplow more closely than 200 feet for one mile or more or follows more closely than 200 feet when the snowplow is moving at the maximum speed limit of the roadway, this is convincing and legal evidence that the operator of such following vehicle is violating this law.  

The majority of crashes involving snowplows and vehicles happen when a snowplow is rear ended or hit while being passed.  Snow plows have wing plow blades that can extend anywhere between two (2) and ten (10) feet beyond the width of the truck.  This wing plow blade is often not seen because of the snow cloud being kicked up by the snowplow.  These wing plows can often weigh as much as a compact car.  

There are three safety rules that are worth following:  

1. Give snowplows plenty of room to work.  They are big and hard to see around.  
2. Don’t pass a working snowplow—they can throw up a cloud of snow that could cause a whiteout and disorient you.  
3. Also, it is tough for snowplow drivers to see you.  Don’t crowd the plow.  Make sure when behind a plow that you can see the driver’s mirrors so he can see you.  Remember, it is the law that you stay at least 200 feet behind a working snowplow.  

One of the major hazards emergency workers and road crews face is being struck by passing motorists while the workers are performing their duties, and their emergency vehicle/machinery is parked with its flashing lights activated.  

Wisconsin law states that the operator of any vehicle which approaches an emergency vehicle, such as a police squad, ambulance, fire truck, tow truck, or road machinery must do one of the following:

· Move into another lane if the roadway has at least two lanes, or 
· Reduce speed until completely past the vehicle or machinery if there is only one lane or if it is unsafe to change lanes.  

You can keep emergency workers and road crews safe by reducing speed and allowing as much room as possible as you pass.  

For a state-wide road report call 511 or check the internet site http://www.511wi.gov/web/
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RESPONSIBLE DRINKING

During the holidays, we urge everyone to drink responsibly.  Two out of five people will be involved in an alcohol-related crash at some time in their lives.  If you have had too much to drink, coffee or cold showers won’t sober you up.  Only TIME can do that.  To protect yourself and others, control your drinking by using the following tips:  

· Eat to slow alcohol’s effects.  Avoid carbonated drinks—they speed up the effects.  
· Alternate alcohol with non-alcoholic drinks.  
· Alcohol is alcohol, no matter what form.  A 12-ounce beer has as much alcohol as a 5-ounce glass of wine or a 1-1/2 ounce shot of hard liquor.  
· If you drink, don’t drive.  
· Have a sober designated driver.  

Use common sense when drinking.  An evening’s celebration is not worth the risk of injury or a costly drunken driving arrest.  

Have a happy and safe holiday season.  
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CITIZENS’ POLICE ACADEMY

The Marshfield Police Department has revamped its citizen’s police academy program.  We will be holding classes on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for six (6) consecutive weeks, starting April 14, 2015.  Class size is limited to 17 adults.  

The goals of the citizens’ police academy are:  

· To provide citizens a working knowledge of law enforcement operations, including support staff.  
· To strengthen law enforcement/community relations.  
· To obtain valued feedback from the community through citizen participation.  
· To increase citizen knowledge about police functions.  
· To enhance employee’s instructor training skills.  

The above objectives are met with the use of hands-on interactive experiences in areas such as crime scene investigations; SWAT tactics; utilization of police department firearms at the police range; and observe firsthand how the K-9 unit performs its duties.  

If you are interested in participating, please call Peggy at 384-0800 between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  


