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SPECIAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OF FEBRUARY 6, 2016 MEETING 
   

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Wood at 9:00 A.M. in the Training Room of the Fire Station, 

514 East 4
th

 Street. 

 

PRESENT:   Ken Wood; Alderperson Gary Cummings; Ken Bargender; Vickie Schnitzler; and, Bill 

Penker; and, Keith Meacham. 

 

ABSENT:      Kris Keogh (excused). 

 

ALSO  

PRESENT: Josh Miller, City Planner. 

 

Work Session to Discuss the Following Items: 

 

a. Historic Tourism. 

 

 What facilities should be promoted? 

o Do we want to promote historic tourism or do we make suggestions to the Convention 

and Visitors Bureau (CVB) and Main Street? The Committee should identify the facilities 

and the background information and let them (CVB and Main Street) decide whether 

there is a need to promote them.  

 

b. Historic Information Directory. 

 

 The Committee decided that they would discuss other items such as the directory after the next 

brochure gets done.  

 

c. Lighting and Improvements for the 2442. 

 

 Comments/concerns about the current exterior lighting? 

o Justin Casperson is working with an electrician to get the lighting working on the engine 

itself. If the interior can be lit, the next task would be to see if the lighting could be 

placed along the bottom of the engine, more like landscape or architectural lighting. Look 

at Stevens Point’s example.  

 The Committee will discuss additional improvements more once the trail project is more settled.   

 

d. Buildings of Historical Interest Brochures 

 

 What criteria should be used to decide what buildings/facilities to include in the brochure? 

o Have buildings that people can actually see.  

o Missing workers or lower class “Quick Lunch” type places.  

o See unique places. 

o Need to decide how many brochures we want to put out.  

o If we had a brochure of one example of each type of architecture, that would fill a 

brochure. We would need another brochure for historical interest. 

o Another building that is interesting is the VFW building.  

o The Committee talked about making a “Lost History of” brochure.  

o The brochure would have to balance local and immediate interest with global interest.  
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o Give the tools to the professional promoters and let them do the promoting of the sites. 

o Looking at brochures, do we want to divide the City to give us four sets of brochures to 

have a mix of structures or should the brochures focus on one theme throughout the City? 

o Architecture vs Age vs Significance.  

o With driving brochures you can expand you geographical area. 

o We could reach out to other communities and see what they are doing before we invest 

time and money into a project to see what’s worked in other places to bring in people.  

o How do we measure how successful we are to get people to use whatever we produce? 

o The media we use becomes very important and we need to consider a variety of 

demographic groups that may use the brochures.  

o Look at other neighborhoods to do a video walk through that may not be as historic or on 

the registers.  

o Neillsville Jailhouse draws people there because you can go through it.  

o At least one brochure is definitely needed. What are we going to do? 

 Based on our budget, we would be looking at a bi-fold brochure with about 15 

buildings. If we had a larger budget it could be much larger. 

 Look at about 15 structures. Do we want to have a mix of buildings? 

 Mixed brochures divided geographically? 

o What is our goal with these brochures? 

 Need to put something together that is historically significant. 

 Looking at residents and visitors.  

 We can’t promote based on our funding.  

 We can identify structures and need to leave it in the hands of the experts.  

 Our brochures are our promotion.  

o Where should we start? 

 We can do a separate brochure on architectural and historic. 

 Do an architectural brochure first, then additional historic homes and additional 

historic buildings would be second.  

 Have continuity among our future and existing brochures.  

o The brochures can be used in the classroom. Get this information out to young people.  

o Each year we should have a major goal and objective.  

o Promotional kiosk with the bears in the zoo.  

o Could they put a brochure rack in the pavilion – by the bathrooms? 

o Look at doing a new brochure every 6-9 months. 

o Could we do another kiosk downtown? Hardacre Park on Community Square Park.  

o Talk to the Marshfield Clinic about a kiosk for brochures.   

o Wood will look at the La Crosse idea of having stories you can hear by phone.  

o Approach Matt about the kiosk ideas in Wildwood Park and Zoo and Downtown and the 

Fairgrounds (Junior Fair Building).  
 

HP16-04  Motion by Penker second by Bargender to move forward with the architecturally 

significant residential structures brochure, community wide. 

Motion Carried.    
 

e. Review 2015 Task List 

 

 The Committee didn’t discuss the 2015 task list, but decided to focus on the brochures and 

kiosks at this time.  
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Adjourn.  

 

Motion by Penker, second by Bargender to adjourn meeting at 10:54 A.M.  

Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Josh Miller 

City Planner 

 


