
 

CITY OF MARSHFIELD 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

Monday, January 4, 2016 

4:00 PM 

Conference Room 108 

First Floor, City Hall Plaza 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. Call to Order – Chairperson, Ken Wood. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – December 7, 2015 meeting.  

  

3. Citizen Comments. 

 

4. Cultural Fair Registration – Fee of $25. 

 

5. Continue Discussion on Historical Tourism. 

 

6. Discuss Topics and Set Date and Location for Annual Workshop Meeting. 

 

7. Staff Updates. 

a. Comprehensive Plan Update 

 

8. Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items.  

 

9. Adjourn.  
 

Posted this 29
th

 Day of December, 2015 by 5 PM by Josh Miller, City Planner. 
 

Notice 
************************************************************************************************************                                                                               

It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in 

attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the 

above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. 

************************************************************************************************ 

Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate 

aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact Deb M. Hall, City Clerk at 630 South  

Central Avenue or by calling (715) 384-3636.  
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OF DECEMBER 7, 2015 MEETING 
   

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Wood at 4:01 P.M. in Conference Room 108 of City Hall Plaza. 

 

PRESENT:   Ken Wood; Alderperson Gary Cummings (arrived late); Ken Bargender; Kris Keogh; 

Vickie Schnitzler (arrived late); and, Bill Penker. 

 

ABSENT:      Keith Meacham (excused). 

 

ALSO  

PRESENT: Matt McLean, Director of the Convention and Visitors Bureau; Angie Eloranta, 

Executive Director of Main Street; and, Josh Miller, City Planner. 

 

Approval of the Minutes of November 2, 2015 Meeting. 

 

HP15-30  Motion by Penker, second by Keogh to approve the minutes of the November 2, 2015 

meeting. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Citizen Comments. 

 

Bargender thought the lights looked good and Central Avenue also looked good. 

 

Recap of the Great Things Are Happening Here Event. 

 

Wood was there with the display next to the Lions Club. A number of people stopped by and talked. 

Quite a few people took brochures. People glad to see we are publicizing the historic buildings.  

 

Discussion with Convention and Visitors Bureau and Main Street Marshfield to Promote and 

Advertise Historic Resources. 

 

Bargender said we should identify what we are doing now in promoting historic resources.  

 

Penker said we are looking at 3 zones: Downtown, Residential, and Round Barn/Locomotive. Start with 

the fewest and move up to the most. Round Barn is coming up on 100 years. A lot of people know the 

significance. Is the Round Barn a parochial interest or something sold outside the area? The locomotive 

is an attractant, draws kids, but is a word of mouth type thing. Are those two items worthy of widespread 

publicity?  

 

Penker asked Matt McLean if we have something we could sell? Matt thought the Round Barn is 

something we do get asked about. The visitor guide theme will talk about the Round Barn and 100 year 

anniversary of the Clinic. McLean feels promoting activities around the facility would be a better way to 

promote the facility than just by itself. McLean said Locomotive is cool looking, but he would like to 

see the fence removed around it to utilize it.  

 

Wood said people are amazed at the amount of railroads that used to come through here. It’s something 

people forget. Bargender said the City did a good job of erasing signs of the tracks. Our history of the 

quantity of the railroads is what is unique.  
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Bargender said growing up there were few streets that didn’t have a railroad crossing.  

 

Cummings arrived at 4:14 P.M.  

 

McLean will try to do some digging about historical tourism.  

 

Angie Eloranta said we don’t really do anything to promote the history of why it’s called Hub City 

Days. She would like to have her committee look into it. Perhaps they could use the train that they use 

for the fair as part of Hub City Days. McLean has asked about using the train at the Zoo and that hasn’t 

been an option in the past, but may be in the future. 

 

Wood said that yesterday was Christmas at the Upham Mansion and many were not from Marshfield. 

The Chestnut Center for the Arts also had an event that drew a lot of people.  

 

Penker asked if we have any historic resources that would attract people beyond 30 miles. Looking at 

bringing people here or making transients stop here. The railroad isn’t that visible. Round Barn would be 

more seasonal. Residential districts – do we have an architecture that would attract people? He said the 

downtown historic district has been ignored by the business district. The district has been in existence 

for nearly 25 years and we can’t identify anything downtown that’s historic.  

 

Penker asked what has anyone done with the downtown historic district? Do we have a living downtown 

historic district? They suggested adding this topic to the annual meeting agenda. 

 

Schnitzler arrived at 4:31 P.M.  

 

Wood said three historical properties of interest are in the downtown – Charles Hotel, Thomas House, 

and where the Clinic began.  

 

Eloranta said having a mural and story next to it would be helpful.  

 

Bargender said the new 200 Block park could be a great place to put a new kiosk.  

 

McLean said the Marshfield Fire could be an interesting story. The key is to tell a really good story that 

makes people interested in the history. He will be happy to put an ad in again for the walking tour 

brochures in the CVB brochure. They will also be promoting the Clinic and Round Barn 100 year 

anniversaries. The CVB will follow their lead as they are the owner of the properties.  

 

McLean suggested come up with a story about the history of downtown.  

 

Staff Updates 

 
a. Lighting the Soo Line Steam Engine No. 2442. Just will work on getting the lighting up by the end of 

the year if it doesn’t cost too much. Spot lights are shining on it now.  

b. Central Avenue Historic District Sign. Historic sign was ground down. Some concerns about cleaning 

up the tar on the sign. Ken Bargender suggested mineral spirits to clean it. Kerosene or WD-40 may 

work to clean it.  
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Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items. 

 

The next regular Historic Preservation Committee meeting will be held on Monday, January 4, 2016. 

The agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting should include approval of the Monday, December 

7, 2015 meeting minutes, and agenda for the annual workshop. 

 

Adjourn.  

 

Motion by Bargender, second by Penker to adjourn meeting at 4:57 P.M.  

Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Josh Miller 

City Planner 

 



 
 

  
TO:   Historic Preservation Committee 

FROM: Josh Miller, City Planner 

DATE: January 4, 2016 

 

RE: Historic Preservation Meeting Attachments 

 

Cultural Fair Registration – Fee of $25. 

 

For the past few years, the Historic Preservation Committee has had an exhibit at the 

Marshfield Cultural Fair. This year’s event will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2016.  

The registration fee for last year’s event was $25 and the event ran from 10:00 am – 4:00 

pm. The registration form for this year is now available, and staff would like to know if 

the Committee is interested in participating again this year. The Committee will need at 

least two volunteers to staff the exhibit. 

 

Continue Discussion on Historical Tourism. 

 

This item was discussed extensively at the December meeting, but staff was hoping to get 

more direction before addressing this topic at the annual workshop meeting.  

 

Discuss Topics and Set Date and Location for Annual Workshop Meeting.        

 

Over the past couple of months, the Committee has mentioned a variety of topics that 

should be discussed at the annual workshop meeting. Topics include: Historic Tourism, 

Historic Information Directory, Lighting and Improvements for the 2442, and Buildings 

of Historical Interest Brochures. Staff wants to set the agenda and have the Committee 

refine these topics a bit more.  

 

Last year, the annual work session meeting was held on Saturday, March 7, 2015 at the 

Fire Station. Please check your personal calendars through February to see what dates 

you would be available for an annual workshop meeting. Staff has reached out to the Fire 

Department for available dates in January and February and should have more 

information at Monday’s meeting.  

 

Staff Updates.         

 

 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City will be holding a kickoff meeting on 

Saturday, January 16
th

 from 9am – 12 pm at the Wildwood Pavilion. This will be 

a great opportunity to share your vision for the community and assist with 

City of  
Marshfield 

Memorandum 
 



identifying issues and opportunities for planning. We would encourage all of our 

Committee members to attend if available.  

 

Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items.          

 

The next regularly scheduled Historic Preservation Committee meeting will be held on 

Monday, February 1, 2016 in Conference Room 108. The agenda of the next regularly 

scheduled meeting should include approval of the Monday, January 4, 2016 meeting 

minutes, and other items that may come up at the meeting.   
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