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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OF JANUARY 4, 2016 MEETING 
   

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Wood at 4:00 P.M. in Conference Room 108 of City Hall Plaza. 

 

PRESENT:   Ken Wood; Alderperson Gary Cummings; Vickie Schnitzler; and, Bill Penker. 

 

ABSENT:      Ken Bargender (excuse), Keith Meacham (excused), and Kris Keogh 

 

ALSO  

PRESENT: Shirley Mook, Marshfield Historic Preservation Association; Angie Eloranta, Executive 

Director of Main Street; and, Josh Miller, City Planner. 

 

Approval of the Minutes of December 7, 2015 Meeting. 

 

HP16-01  Motion by Cummings, second by Penker to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2015 

meeting. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Citizen Comments. 

 

Shirley Mook came to discuss promoting historic resources.  

 

Cultural Fair Registration – Fee of $25. 

 

HP16-02  Motion by Schnitzler second by Cummings to participate in the Cultural Fair and pay the 

$25 registration fee. 

Motion Carried.   Penker voted no. 

 

Wood said the booth has been a good opportunity to get exposure.  

 

Wood will volunteer. Cummings cannot be there as he will be out of town.  

 

Continue Discussion on Historical Tourism. 

 

Miller asked for additional direction on historical tourism.  

 

Shirley Mook was in attendance and stated there is opportunity for historic tourism. She handed out a 

list of locations where people came from when visiting the History Military Museum. Some came 

specifically for the museum. Word of mouth has been the biggest source. We have a historic downtown. 

We should have little plaques on all the buildings downtown. She also handed out an older historic 

brochure she thought was associated with the Convention and Visitors Bureau. The potential is there for 

promotion, but it would take a lot of work.  

 

Wood said if we want to put plaques on our buildings downtown, we would have to reconsider the 

materials used for the plaques. Our current plaques are too heavy.  

 

Shirley Mook said the Marshfield Historic Preservation Association has talked about having a plaque 

about the Marshfield fire on 2
nd

 Street. She has also discussed reenactment opportunities with Main 

Street.  
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Angie Eloranta said it seems a lot of people seem to have an interest in historic resources. If something 

is done, we may want to start small in May and then see how it goes over the summer. She said that 

many of the visitors may have visit the area for something else, but they are looking for something 

related to our historic resources while in town. 

 

Shirley Mook said people like to see people in costume on special occasions.  

 

Penker said we’ve talked about signage for a long time and haven’t gotten very far. A consensus needs 

to be reached on what needs to be promoted.  We’ve recognized the historic assets that we have in 

Marshfield. The Round Barn, neighborhoods, downtown historic district. Looking at the list that Shirley 

provided, 60% of those are greater than 40 miles and 30% are from out of state. First we have to decide 

what should be promoted, how we are going to do that, and for the downtown, how we are going to get 

viable markers on buildings. We’ve been discussing it for years without a solution. Another problem is 

when you look at the defined goals of the Committee and how far are we treading away from those goals 

with promoting the resources.  

 

Wood said we have to realize we have history north of the railroad tracks. The only time he’s heard 

concerns north of the railroad tracks is when Kwik Trip came in. History is a perception issue that takes 

a considerable amount of time to change.  

 

Mook suggested a kiosk in Columbia Park talking about the history of it.  

 

Schnitzler said even after a significant amount of promotion, many still didn’t know the Upham 

Mansion was there.  

 

Angie Eloranta is happy to reach out to property owners to see if people are willing to have plaques. 

Miller will send her our list of buildings for possible plaques the Committee had talked about a while 

back. She said we could look at using Hardacre Park for reenactments when the murals are done.  

 

Shirley Mook said the Fire Anniversary walking tour went over well. 

 

The Committee recommended that staff follow up with Matt about the press release for the 2442. 

 

Discuss Topics and Set Date and Location for Annual Workshop Meeting. 

Over the past couple of months, the Committee has mentioned a variety of topics that should be 

discussed at the annual workshop meeting. Topics include:  

 

 Historic Tourism 

 Historic Information Directory 

 Lighting and Improvements for the 2442 

 Buildings of Historical Interest Brochures 

 

The Committee thought those were good topics for the meeting.  

 

HP16-03  Motion by Schnitzler second by Penker to hold the Annual Workshop meeting at 9:00 am 

at the Fire Station on February 6, 2016. 

Motion Carried.    
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Staff Updates 

 

 Comprehensive Plan Update. The City will be holding a kickoff meeting on Saturday, January 

16
th

 from 9am – 12 pm at the Wildwood Pavilion. This will be a great opportunity to share your 

vision for the community and assist with identifying issues and opportunities for planning. Miller 

invited everyone to attend if available.  

 

Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items. 

 

The next regular Historic Preservation Committee meeting will be held on Monday, February 1, 2016. 

The agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting should include approval of the Monday, January 4, 

2016 meeting minutes, and other topics that may come up. 

 

Adjourn.  

 

Motion by Penker, second by Schnitzler to adjourn meeting at 4:50 P.M.  

Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Josh Miller 

City Planner 

 


