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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OF NOVEMBER 7, 2016 MEETING 
   

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Schnitzler at 4:00 P.M. in Conference Room 108 of City Hall 

Plaza. 

 

PRESENT:   Ken Wood; Ken Bargender; Alderperson; Jason Zaleski; Vickie Schnitzler; and, Kris 

Coleman. 

 

ABSENT:      Kris Keogh; and, Bill Penker (excused). 

 

ALSO  

PRESENT: Josh Miller, City Planner. 

 

Approval of the Minutes of October 3, 2016 Meeting. 

 

HP16-29  Motion by Wood second by Coleman to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2016 

meeting. 

Motion Carried.    

 

Citizen Comments. 

 

Bargender said that he pulled the flags off the 2442 about 10 days ago. Some wear, but should be able to 

get 3 years out of the flags.  

 

Review of 2016 Fall Conference from Attendees. 

 

Both Ken Wood and Vickie Schnitzler attended the 2016 Fall Conference in Wisconsin Dells. Wood felt 

the meetings were really good with good speakers. Schnitzler attended a session on cemeteries and the 

types of tours they do. She received some good ideas for tours and for funding. She also did a tour of the 

Robert L. Parkinson’s Library and Research Center connected to Circus and it was phenomenal. Wood 

said he attended a session on walking tours like they had in La Crosse.  

 

Discussion on Possible Plaque on Power House Building at 311 E 2nd St. 

 

Miller explained that at the last meeting Ken Wood brought up the possibility of placing a plaque on the 

former Power House Building at 311 East 2
nd

 Streets. Wood said it was the Power House for the City at 

an early time in our history. Making us one of the first electrified cities in the State. He thought a plaque 

would be the way to go to signify its history.  

 

Miller spoke to Penker over the phone and he asked if there were remnants of the actual power house 

and if so, where would the plaque go. If there we are looking at making the building historic, he has 

some concerns about it given the plan to expand and redevelop the 2
nd

 Street Corridor. Just designating 

the site itself likely wouldn’t be a problem.  

 

Wood said they have photos of where the turbines sat.  

 

Bargender asked what year the building was. Wood didn’t know the exact date. They estimated to be in 

the 1880’s.  
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Wood brought it up to see if there was an interest in pursuing some sort of plaque. Schnitzler suggested 

that if something is redeveloped in that area (West 2
nd

 Street), something should be incorporated into the 

design to show the history. There was a hotel where Baltus currently sits.  

 

Bargender asked if there are any postcards from that area. Schnitzler said there are.  

 

Coleman said that rather than to have a plaque on the powerhouse building, it would be neater to have 

something referencing the entire area.  

 

The Committee would like to look at the history of this area for historic resources at the annual 

workshop meeting in 2017.  

 

2016 Historic Preservation Committee Budget Update. 

 

The 2016 Budget was $2,250. Miller reported that the Committee has $533.03 remaining in the budget. 

This does not include an estimated $100 for mileage reimbursement for the 2016 Fall Conference. The 

remaining $433 is currently not dedicated for anything, but could be used for items such as waterproof 

labels for the yard signs. If the Committee does not spend the money this year, it goes back into the 

General Fund for the City and will not be carried forward in 2017. This does not mean it needs to be 

spent, but staff wanted to make sure all the Committee members was aware of the process. 

 

Discussion on Upcoming Great Things Are Happening Here Event. 

 

The Great Things Are Happening Here event is coming up on Sunday, November 13
th

 from 1-4 pm. We 

will need volunteers in preferably two shifts. Wood and Coleman have other booths to tend to, but could 

help out with the Historic Preservation Committee booth as needed.  

 

Miller asked how the Committee was going to implement the bell ringing. He mentioned there might be 

a challenge with parking and making sure there is someone attending at the opening of the Rotary lights. 

 

The Committee decided to not do the bell ringing and opt for another prize for the Great Things Are 

Happening Here event.  

 

Consider Purchasing Weatherproof Labels for Yard Signs and Prizes for the Great Things are 

Happening Here Event for No More than $100. 

 

Miller explained the need for weatherproof labels. 

 

HP16-30  Motion by Wood second by Zaleski to approve spending up to $100 for the purchase of 

weatherized labels for yard signs. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Zaleski left at 4:46 pm 

 

HP16-31  Motion by Coleman second by Wood to approve spending up to $25 for the purchase of 

$25 MACCI gift card for prize. 

Motion Carried.    
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Review Draft of Buildings of Historical Interest Brochures.   

 

Schnitzler explained the layout of the draft. The front side will have the homes and the back side will 

have architectural and historical terms. These are buildings of architectural significance. She will 

continue to work on the layout as time permits.  

 

Review of Hungry Hollow Historic Neighborhood Information. 

 

Because of the location, he thinks we should drop the idea about putting up an historic designation for 

this area. Coleman said that if we did it in the future, we should look at many neighborhoods and do a 

brochure on them.  

 

Miller suggested making a list of neighborhoods that could be considered historic and from there select 

one that the Committee could focus on for making a brochure.  

 

Update on Opportunities to Promote Historic Tax Credits.   

 

The Committee suggested doing the article and presentation sometime late winter. It will be discussed at 

the annual workshop meeting.  

 

Staff Updates   

 

 Comprehensive Plan Update. Miller went over the layout of the goals, objectives, and programs, 

policies, and recommendations for the cultural resources section in the Comprehensive Plan 

Update. Coleman suggested visiting Cedarburg, Wisconsin during the Plein Air Exhibit in May. 

The Committee will review these in more detail at the December meeting.   

 

Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, December 5, 2016. The agenda of the next regularly 

scheduled meeting should include approval of the Monday, November 7, 2016 meeting minutes, review 

Cultural Resources Goals, Objectives, and Programs, Policies, and Recommendations in the 

Comprehensive Plan update, and other topics that may come up.  

 

Adjourn.  

 

Motion by Bargender, second by Wood to adjourn meeting at 5:05 P.M.  

Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Josh Miller 

City Planner 

 


