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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OF APRIL 6, 2015 MEETING 
   

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Wood at 4:00 P.M. in Conference Room 108 of City Hall Plaza. 

 

PRESENT:   Ken Wood; Alderperson Gary Cummings; Ken Bargender; Vickie Schnitzler; Kris 

Keogh; and, Bill Penker. 

 

ABSENT:      Keith Meacham (excused) 

 

ALSO  

PRESENT: Angie Eloranta, Executive Director of Main Street; Matt McLean, Director of the 

Convention and Visitors Bureau; and, Josh Miller, City Planner. 

 

Approval of the Minutes of March 2, 2015 Meeting. 

 

Penker proposed a change to the minutes and suggested inserting “photographic” before “negatives” in 

the Citizen Comments section.  

 

HP15-07  Motion by Penker second by Cummings to approve the minutes with the correction stated 

above of the March 2, 2015 meeting. 

Motion Carried.    

 

Approval of the Minutes of March 7, 2015 (Special) Meeting. 

 

HP15-08  Motion by Penker second by Schnitzler to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2015 

(Special) meeting. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Citizen Comments. 

 

None. 

 

Discussion to Renew the One Year QR Code Subscription for $89.95. 

 

Miller stated that last year the Historic Preservation Committee agreed to pay for a one year subscription 

to QRstuff, a QR Code generator and website that includes analytic details.  This year’s cost for a one 

year subscription is $89.95, the same as last year.  There have been a number of QR Codes placed 

downtown and the Committee has expressed an interest in include the codes in the walking tour 

brochures.   

 

Penker asked about statistics. It was suggested to bring the statistics for next time.  

 

HP15-09  Motion by Penker second by Cummings to approve renewal of the QR Code membership 

for another year for $89.95. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Discussion to Renew Membership to the National Trust for Historic Preservation for $20.       

 

Miller stated that the 2015 membership renewal for the National Trust for Historic Preservation is due 
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again. The National Trust is an organization that works to preserve places that are historically significant 

as well as provide education and outreach programs regarding historic preservation.  Included is a year’s 

subscription to Preservation Magazine. The amount that the Committee gave last year was $20. 

 

HP15-10  Motion by Keogh second by Schnitzler to approve renewal of the National Trust 

membership for another year for $20. 

Motion Carried.    

 

Review of Historic Preservation Month Activities and the Installation of Yard Signs.              

 

The kick-off event will be held at the Froehlke Auditorium. The theme for Historic Preservation Month 

this year is “Come Home to Marshfield”.  

 

Miller stated that the March 18
th

 minutes from the Historic Preservation Month Planning Committee 

were attached.  

 

Miller asked for volunteers to help place yard signs on Thursday, April 30
th

 and Friday, May 1
st
.  

 

Wood mentioned that he will be going to Parkview and Cedar Rail for a history presentation in 

Marshfield. The first one is on Wednesday, April 8
th

 this week and Monday, April 13
th

 next week. 

 

Consideration to Sponsor School District Art Display Awards for up to $500.                 

 

Miller said that the budget for this year was $500.  

 

Penker asked what we spent last year. Miller said we spent a total of $217.50 on the prizes. The 

Committee proposed sponsoring the 10 awards at $25 per award plus around $75 for ribbons. The 

Committee directed Schnitzler and staff to work on figuring out the prizes. 

 

HP15-11  Motion by Cummings second by Penker to approve up to $500 for the prizes. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Review of Stewardship Award Nomination – Blodgett Haus, 222 South Central Avenue – Chris 

and Erin Howard.              

 

Miller shared that Main Street Marshfield has nominated the Blodgett Haus; Chris and Erin Howard for 

a Stewardship Award. The packet included the nomination form for the supporting comments and 

documentation.  

 

The Committee recommended that Payson Properties, LLC (Howard Family) be the nominated entity, 

and that the recognition should be presented at a Common Council meeting in May.  

 

HP15-12  Motion by Penker second by Bargender to approve the nomination for the Stewardship 

Award and recognize Payson Properties, LLC (Howard Family) to be recognized for their restoration 

work on the Blodgett Haus. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Discussion of Spring Historic Preservation Conference in La Crosse.                      

 

Miller explained that the 2015 Spring Conference will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2015 in La Crosse, 
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Wisconsin. Attached is the agenda and registration form for the conference. The cost is $40. Typically, 

the Committee’s annual budget covers attendance of the fall conference and any fees associated with 

other events are covered by the individual. But it’s up to the Committee if they would like to send one or 

more individuals to the Spring Conference.  

 

The Committee recommended that this item be placed on the May agenda for reimbursement.  

 

Review of Tasks from the Special March Meeting.                      

 

Keogh suggested setting up a meeting with Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Committee for when we 

have our meeting at the Wildwood Pavilion.  

 

Miller handed out a list historical interest buildings completed by Ruth Voss and Vickie Schnitzler. 

Schnitzler said one more that would be added is 917 Martin Dr. She suggested we would have enough 

for one brochure for residences and one for other buildings.  

 

Bargender said we should develop some type of criteria for homes and businesses.  

 

Keogh asked what the purpose is of the brochure. It would be a guide for those that want to learn more 

about historic buildings.  

 

Penker suggested putting this on the next agenda and identifying criteria. Schnitzler will put together the 

pictures of the houses and we can go through them next meeting. If there are any other properties people 

would like to add, let Schnitzler know and we will add it to the list.  

 

Keogh asked if we could organize them by architecture or topic?  

 

Wood suggested we add a description to the brochure so people know what type of architecture we are 

referencing.  

 

Before we publish anything, we should get the permission of the owner and ask if they have additional 

information that they could share with us. Include a letter and return envelope.  

 

Discussion Proposed Revision to the Historic Preservation Ordinance. 

 

Penker recommended we should strike the second necessary. Section 18-141(2)(b) to remove the second 

necessary.  

 

HP15-13  Motion by Penker second by Keogh to approve amendment to remove the second 

“necessary”. 

Motion Carried.    
 

The proposed amendment to Section 18-141(2)(b) is as follows:  

 
(b) To collect, as determined necessary by the Committee, necessary data, including photographs, drawings, 

descriptions, recorded interviews and written documentation, and to survey and permanently record the 
origin, development, use and historical significance of structures, sites and districts, and place in an 
appropriate facility. 
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HP15-14  Motion by Penker second by Schnitzler to approve the proposed amendment to the 

ordinance as indicated. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Staff Updates. 

 

 There were so many items this month and staff wanted to go through the task list first, so we left 

the item of identifying buildings to place historic sign on, off the agenda. We also should 

develop some type of criteria before just including the list. 

 With the weather warming up, Dennis has been working on the 2442 restoration. It is not 

complete yet, but progress is being made.    

 

Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items. 

 

The next regular Historic Preservation Committee meeting will be held on Monday, May 4, 2015. The 

agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting should include approval of the Monday, April 6, 2015 

meeting minutes, buildings of historical interest, reimbursement for the spring conference, and the 

identifying the location for the June meeting. 

 

Adjourn.  

 

Motion by Bargender, second by Penker to adjourn meeting at 4:56 P.M.  

Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Josh Miller 

City Planner 

 


