
 

CITY OF MARSHFIELD 

PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY COMMITTEE 

October 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order by John White, Jr. at 5:30 p.m. in room 108 in City Hall 
Plaza, 630 S. Central Avenue. 
 

II. ROLL CALL:  Present: Chairperson John White, Jr.; Vice Chairperson Jane Yaeger; Alderperson 
Rich Reinart; Zoological Society Representative, Tom Buttke; Members: Ali Luedtke, Chris Viegut; 
Nick Faber; Absent: None. 

 
Also Present: Justin Casperson, Parks and Recreation Director; Ben Steinbach, Parks and 
Recreation Maintenance Supervisor. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Buttke, seconded by Luedtke to approve the August 13, 2015 

Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Committee meeting minutes with following changes: “change Tom 
Buttke title from Alderperson to Zoological Society Representative & change Nick Faber from absent 
to present.” Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None  

 
V. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. CORP Review:  
1. Benedict Park – Casperson discussed the various items scheduled and suggested in the 

CORP plan associated with Braem Park.  He explained the biggest needs at Braem Park 
were the parking lot, tennis courts and shelter.  There is some concern with creek 
stabilization, horseshoe pit fencing, and skatepark’s pergola.  The Committee discussed their 
concern with the amount of litter surrounding the skatepark and the park itself.   

2. Columbia Park – Casperson discussed the various items scheduled and suggested in the 
CORP plan associated with Columbia Park. He noted the band shell weather panels need to 
be replaced in the next few years.  The Committee expressed some desire to improve the 
band shell wood walls and restrooms.   

B. Bounce House Rental Policy & Procedures: 
Casperson explained the Department’s bounce house policy as: (1) Inflatable structures are 
allowed in parks; (2) No pounding or driving of stakes into the ground; (3) Inflatable structures 
that require staking must contact the Parks and Recreation Department office two-weeks in 
advance, pay a $33.00 fee and call for utility locates. Motion by White, seconded by Buttke to 
approve the presented bounce house policy, motion carried unanimously. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Volunteer of the Year:  Motion by Yaeger, Seconded by Reinhart to approve Jan Altmann and 
family as the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Committee Volunteer of the Year.   

 
VII. REPORTS: 

A. Chairperson: None 
B. Zoological Society: 

Buttke noted the Zoological Society will be holding its election of officers on Thursday, October 
15. They no longer have a banquet because of waning attendance. The Trick-or-Treating in the 
Zoo will be held on Saturday, October 10.  

C. Recreation: 
Hefko Pool - No pool report this month as all bills are not in for the season.  We will have one 
next month. 
Library/Community Center Project - We are going to begin to look at layout and options for the 
community center with Zimmermann. 
Fall Programs - Tennis/Racquetball center started fall hours on Tuesday, September 8.  Tennis 
Lessons for the first fall session began on Monday, September 14.  Fall Soccer program wrapped 
up on Sunday, October 4.  We were able to hold the program every Sunday for the seven weeks.  
Adult Volleyball league will begin the week of October 12th.  There will only be leagues on 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday this year.  Pickleball will be switching to Tuesday nights from  
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 



Senior Health Fair - The Fair was held at the Jr. Fair Expo Building at the Fairgrounds on  
Friday, October 2

nd
 from 9:30 a.m. to Noon with an attendance of about 264 participants. There 

were 80 flu shots and 50 pneumonia shots given, with 37 vendors present. 
Indoor open skate – The Indoor open skate will be held on Monday, October 19

th
 from 1:00 to 

3:15 p.m. 
C. Parks & Zoo: 

Soccer Player Shelters - Player Shelters were completed on Figi Field.  Thank you to Marshfield 
Youth Soccer Association for their efforts in the project.  Tammy Simon, Tara Mannigel & Greg 
Urban were the lead individuals for the project.   
Cross Country Meets - Columbus and Marshfield High Schools held their annual Cross Country 
events on September 5

th
 and 8

th
.  These are large events that bring 1000+ athletes and 

spectators to Wildwood Park.   
Fundraisers - There were several walk/run fundraisers held at Wildwood Park throughout the 
month of September and early October.  The K.E.E.P. event was held at Marshfield Fairgrounds 
Park October 3

rd
. 

Fairgrounds - CWSF continues their work on cleaning the Fairgrounds Park from fair 
use.  Hopefully the grounds will be restored shortly.  Parks staff has begun the process of 
winterizing facilities.  Irrigation lines have been blown out, water meters and lines of been shut 
down at several unheated locations.  
Vacant Position - The Parks Pool Technician position has been filled.  We are currently 
advertising for the open Building Technician position.   

D. Director: 
Bear Exhibit - The project is approximately seven days from completion.  Private donations are 
still coming in.  No arrival date has been picked for the bears.  The bear exhibit grand opening will 
be held at 1:00 p.m. on October 24

th
.   

Wildwood/McMillian Connector Trail - Final details and plans are being completed.  The plan is 
being bid out for the project in late 2015 or early 2016 with completion by the end of 2016. 
2016 Budget - The 2016 budget preparation is in full swing.  Our Department has submitted 
operations budgets to the Finance Department. The first public meeting is scheduled for October 
6th and final approval by November 24th.   

 
 

VIII. NEXT MEETING:  November 12, 2015. 
 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  Casperson suggested the Committee discuss options in regard to 
run/walk/bike events in City Parks.  Viegut explained his concern with the Zoological Society’s store 
at its current location, and the store being displaced by special events that visit the zoo. Viegut wants 
to set a precedence that the Zoologicial Society store trumps all of other events or activities that take 
place at the zoo.   

 
X. ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Yaeger, seconded by Luedtke to adjourn.  Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted:  Justin Casperson, Parks & Recreation Director  


