
 

Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Committee Minutes of February 12, 2015 
 

Meeting called to order by John White, Jr. at 5:30 p.m. at the Senior Community Center, 111 S. Maple Avenue. 

Present: John White, Jr.; Jane Yaeger; Rich Reinart; Alderman Tom Buttke; Chris Viegut; Kristy Palmer; and Ali 

Luedtke.     

Excused: None  

Absent: None 

Also Present: Ed Englehart, Parks and Recreation Director; Ben Steinbach, Parks and Recreation Maintenance 

Supervisor, Lori Belongia, Library Director, and Dennis Keffer, representing Movies in the Park.  

PR15-04 Motion by Buttke, seconded by Luedtke to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2015 meeting.   

Motion Carried 6-0    

Public Comments:  Dennis Keffer, wanted to thank and recognize Marshfield Utilities for their cooperation in 

agreeing to install an on/off switch on the security light pole at Columbia Park to provide a better situation for the 

community movies in the park events.  Dennis also thanked the Parks and Recreation Department and the City 

Electrical Inspector for their assistance in addressing the problem.    

The committee set Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in room 108 for the date and time of their next meeting. 

White noted that he was going to skip item E at this time and address it at the bottom of the agenda so the committee 

could proceed with the tour of the Senior Center and Library following the comments on the proposed new 

Community Center. 

Information Items:  

Staff updated the Committee on their respective areas of responsibility and answered questions regarding the monthly 

report.  Englehart updated the committee regarding the status of the Wildwood-McMillan Connector Trail project, the 

Hewitt-Marshfield Connector Trail project, and the new Grizzly Bear Exhibit project. 

Palmer arrived at 5:48 p.m. 

Englehart pointed out Dan Umhoefer’s Weber Park forestry report that was included in the agenda packet.  Dan 

continues to do a substantial amount of volunteer work at the park and each year provides an overview of his forestry 

efforts.  Dan’s work has totally transformed the park with the new plantings and the invasive species removal.  Buttke 

and Palmer updated the committee on the Zoological Society business and their plans for their annual Spring 

Education Week.  Palmer has coordinated the event for a number of years and over 3,000 children and adults attend the 

program.  

Englehart informed the committee that Schalow’s Nursery will be donating 25 new trees to be planted in the city parks 

this spring.  They are also donating 25 new trees to the Marshfield School District in celebration of being in business 

for 50 years.     

Committee Member Questions, Comments, and Suggestions: Luedtke commented that she recently attended the 

outdoor Pickle Pond ice rink and wanted to acknowledge that the rink staff was very cordial and helpful.  Palmer 

inquired how the attendance at the Tennis/Racquetball Center was going and offered that racquetball courts also can be 

used for tennis instruction.  

Future Agenda Items: Ten-year history of Parks and Recreation Department C.I.P. requests and funded projects, zoo 

store operations for 2015, policy updates for Ludwig Building and Senior Center usage, M.Y.S.A. scoreboard 

sponsorship proposal, soccer player shelters, and Wood County grant application for funding to stock fish in ponds at 

Wildwood Park. 

Englehart and Belongia reviewed diagrams of the proposed new Community Center and the new Library and shared 

information regarding the current planning, time table and fundraising for the new Library.  The committee took a 

quick tour of the Senior Community Center to see the current spaces and how they are used.  They then toured the 

current library and saw the different areas of the building and locations for the possible renovations for a new 

community center.   

PR15-05 Motion by Buttke, seconded by Yaeger to adjourn. 

Motion Carried 7-0   Meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

 

Ed Englehart, Parks & Recreation Director 


