
 

Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Committee Minutes of May 14, 2015 
 

Meeting called to order by Ben Steinbach at 5:30 p.m. in room 108 in City Hall Plaza, 630 S. Central Avenue. 

Present: John White, Jr.; Jane Yaeger; Chris Viegut; Nick Faber and Kristy Palmer.       

Excused: Rich Reinart and Ali Luedtke  

Absent: None 

Also Present: Ben Steinbach, Parks and Recreation Maintenance Supervisor and Interim Director; Kelly Cassidy, Parks 

and Recreation Supervisor; Alderman Tom Buttke   

Steinbach introduced Nick Faber as the new member of the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Committee. 

Steinbach requested nominations for chairperson.  Yaeger nominated John White Jr. no other nominations were made.  

PR15-09 Motion by Faber, seconded by Yaeger to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for John White, Jr. 

Motion Carried 5-0  

White requested nominations for the vice-chairperson.  White nominated Jane Yaeger.  No other nominations were made.   

PR15-11 Motion by Viegut, seconded by White to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Jane Yaeger. 

Motion Carried 5-0 

PR15-12 Motion by Yaeger, seconded by Faber to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2015 meeting.   

Motion Carried 5-0    

Public Comments:  None  

The committee set Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in room 108 for the date and time of their next meeting. 

Steinbach recognized Tom Buttke (2000) Jane Yaeger (2002) and Kristy Palmer (2014) for their years of service on the 

Parks, Recreation and Forestry Committee. 

Steinbach presented a request from Marshfield Area Special Olympics to have the fee waived for their rummage sale on 

May 28, 29, and 30 at the Oak Avenue Community Center.  The funds raised from the event will assist in funding Special 

Olympics activities.  Steinbach recommended that the fee be waived as requested. 

PR15-13 Motion by Palmer, seconded by Faber to waive the building rental fees for Special Olympics use of the Oak 

Avenue Community Center for a rummage sale on May 28, 29, and 30, 2015. 

Motion Carried 5-0 

Steinbach discussed the transition schedule for the Parks & Recreation Director hiring process.  Interviews were held with 

four applicants on April 13
th
.  Justin Casperson was selected to fill the role of Parks and Recreation Director for the City 

of Marshfield.  Justin is the current Director for Germantown.  Prior to that, Justin was the Recreation Supervisor for West 

Bend.  His start date is June 8, 2015.   

Information Items:  

Staff updated the Committee on their respective areas of responsibility and answered questions regarding the monthly 

report.   

Wildwood-McMillan Connector Trail - Work continues on securing the necessary right-of-way for the Wildwood-

McMillan Connector Trail and completing the plans and specifications.  At this time, 19 of the 20 parcels have been 

secured, including the railroad parcel. Two parcels are awaiting final signatures, leaving one parcel yet to acquire.  

Negotiations are ongoing for the final parcel.  The final design and plan/specifications are nearing completion; however, 

some design items are contingent on the final agreements for the remaining parcel.  The final plans will also require a 

final review by DOT consultant Cedar Corp, and they indicate this will take approximately four weeks. Due to the 

unknown timing of securing the final parcel, the project has been delayed to 2016.  The City has until December 31, 2016 

to complete the project or lose the funding. 

Hewitt Connector Trail - Wood County is in the process of developing the final plans and documents.  The current plan is 

still to bid and construct the trail in 2016  

Grizzly Bear Exhibit – BPW and CC approved the signing of contract with Altmann Construction for $1,117,726.  The 

overall project is estimated to be approximately 1.3 million.  Currently, the Zoo Society fundraising committee is 

approximately $83,530 short of the estimated expenses for the project.  Steinbach explained the current plan to bridge the 

gap is to create a budget resolution that will transfer $5,000 from the Sustainable Marshfield Committee, $30,000 

additional dollars from the Zoo Society and $48,530 from the Hackman Storage Building project.     



Library/Community Center Project – Cassidy updated that the current plan is to move the Senior Center the Mall.  The old 

Hallmark Store is the space that will be leased for $3,000 a month.  Details on the timeline for the move and build-out 

costs for the space are currently being discussed.   

Zoo Society updated the committee on their spring education week held at Wildwood Station.  The week went very well.  

They had over 3,000 children go through the program presented by Natures Niche. The Zoo Store has been open on the 

weekends; they have had positive comments on the move to the education pavilion.  

Volunteer Recognitions – Steinbach updated the committee on several clean-up groups; Madison School 2
nd

 grade class at 

Braem Park; Friends of the Trails trail clean-up on all trails, Master Gardeners spring clean-up at the Zoo and Fairgrounds 

Gazebo; Marshfield High School Students at Braem Park; and Cub Scouts at Wildwood Park.     

Committee Member Questions, Comments, and Suggestions:  White suggested that Faber contact Steinbach and set a 

time with staff to review the department.  

Future Agenda Items: It was suggested to bring back the C.O.R.P. plan as a standing agenda item.  Steinbach suggested 

starting with Veterans Park.  He has been in discussions with Jan Altmann for Park improvements.  

Communications: The Rotary Foundation gave a Certificate of Appreciation to the City of Marshfield Parks, Recreation 

and Forestry Department and Wildwood Park and Zoo.  Steinbach also shared photos of several different reports of 

vandalism from this spring.   

PR15-14 Motion by Palmer, seconded by Yaeger to adjourn. 

Motion Carried 5-0   Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 

 

Ben Steinbach, Parks & Recreation Maintenance Supervisor and Interim Director   


