
 

Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Committee Minutes of March 12, 2015 
 

Meeting called to order by John White, Jr. at 5:30 p.m. in room 108 in City Hall Plaza, 630 S. Central Avenue. 

Present: John White, Jr.; Jane Yaeger; Alderman Tom Buttke; Ali Luedtke; and Kristy Palmer.     

Excused: Rich Reinart and Chris Viegut 

Absent: None 

Also Present: Ed Englehart, Parks and Recreation Director; Amy Beauchamp, Parks & Recreation Administrative 

Assistant; Lori Belongia, Marshfield Public Library Director; Brandi Reed, Wildwood Zoological Society Treasurer, Jim 

Wein 

PR15-06 Motion by Luedtke, seconded by Yaeger to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2015 meeting.   

Motion Carried 4-0    

Public Comments:  None  

The committee set Thursday, April 9, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in room 108 for the date and time of their next meeting. 

Englehart proposed to relocate the zoo store to the education pavilion in the middle of the Zoo.  It is the shelter that 

Rotary Winter Wonderland uses as a warming area during their event.  Rotary has left the sides up and doors will be 

added as well.  There is power in the shelter as well.  Buttke noted that the zoo store made a $17,000 profit in 2014, which 

is more than he expected.  

PR15-07 Motion by Yaeger, seconded by Luedtke to approve Wildwood Zoological Society’s zoo store operation and 

location at Wildwood Zoo in 2015.  Discussion followed.  Buttke commented that House of Heating has agreed to install 

one heater and Superior Gas will donate gas, and he is hoping to make this a permanent location.  White asked if there 

would be any challenges moving forward.  Buttke said the only challenge he could foresee would be moving stuff out at 

the end of each season.  Englehart indicated that the City’s Building Services Supervisor checked the shelter for any 

potential code issues.  There is no water or sewer nearby.  There could be challenges getting in and out of the Zoo with 

construction of the bear exhibit this summer.  Yaeger thanked Buttke for all his hard work and efforts.  White echoed 

Yaeger’s comments.  

Motion Carried 4-0 

Palmer arrived at 5:45 p.m. 

Englehart discussed the transition schedule for the Parks & Recreation Director hiring process.  Ben Steinbach, Parks & 

Recreation Maintenance Supervisor, has been named interim director until the position is filled.  The timeline for 

reviewing applications and interviewing candidates has been moved back two weeks, with hopes to have a new director 

onboard by May 1
st
.  White and Buttke will be part of the 8-person committee reviewing applications and interviewing the 

candidates.  Buttke thanked Englehart and commended him on all of his accomplishments over the last 20 years.  White 

also thanked Englehart for his efforts and presented him with a card and gift card from the Parks, Recreation & Forestry 

Committee members. 

Information Items:  

Staff updated the Committee on their respective areas of responsibility and answered questions regarding the monthly 

report.  Buttke commented that Stratford charges $125 per team for their winter adult basketball leagues and that they 

have quite a few leagues participating.  Englehart commented that department projects are all moving along.  The Hewitt 

Connector Trail project should be ready to go by fall.  Dan Knoeck, Public Works Director, and Tim Cassidy, Assistant 

City Engineer, are actively working on the trail projects.  Bids for the grizzly bear exhibit are on the City’s website.  Bids 

are due April 1
st
, with construction to begin the first week in May.  He also commented that there is focus on getting plans 

and specs finalized on the current library and getting that out for bid.  There is talk of the Parks & Recreation Department 

being relocated to this facility down the road.  Belongia commented that there will be a feature in the new library that does 

not exist in the current library, which is a drive-up window to pick up and drop off books. Palmer shared information on 

Zoo Education week.  This year, orders for the Zoo Store will be taken in advance to make things easier.  Coins for 

Critters will be held again this year with the class donating the most to Coins for Critters winning a biofacts experience.  

She also indicated that all Wild Wednesday programs are booked for the summer.   

Committee Member Questions, Comments, and Suggestions:  White thanked Englehart for his years of service.  

Yaeger thanked Beauchamp for coming to the meeting and taking minutes.  Buttke commented that after the last Common 

Council meeting, a boy scout approached him and asked how they can get fish in the upper pond again.    

PR15-08 Motion by Yaeger, seconded by Palmer to adjourn. 

Motion Carried 5-0   Meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
 

 

Amy Beauchamp, Parks & Recreation Administrative Assistant 


