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COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
A regular meeting of the Marshfield Utility Commission was called to order by President Harry Nienaber at 
4:00 pm on September 17, 2012 in the downstairs meeting room of the utility office. Present were 
Commissioners  Harry Nienaber, Wayne Johnson, Patrick Ott, and John Schneider.  Also present were 
Alderperson Robert Workinger and the Utility staff.  Absent were Commissioner Mike Eberl, Alderperson Russ 
Stauber, and attorney John Adam Kruse. 

 

• Shawn Marsh, Systems/Network Administrator was introduced to the Commission. 

• A 10-year service award was presented to Jim Benson. 
 

UC/12-67 Motion by Ott, seconded by Schneider, to dispense with reading the minutes of the previous meetings 
and accept them as submitted.  All ayes, motion carried. 
 
UC/12-68 Motion by Johnson, seconded by Ott, to approve payroll for August in the amount of $209,977.16 
and general bills for August  in the amount of $3,371,477.19.  All ayes, motion carried. 

 

UC/12-69 Motion by Schneider, seconded by Johnson, to approve the following job order(s): 
JO #17645 replace rotting street light poles Forest Ridge  $11,711 
JO #5647 install new 6” valve by live tap method 3rd & Chestnut  $7,728.08 
JO #5648 install 1405’ of 8” watermain, 5 fire hydrants, and 2 valves on Highway 97 North  $99,913.24  
JO #7442 exterior Concrete Slab north of tin shed  $14,170 
JO#17649 Parkview Terrace primary install part 4  $12,811 
JO #17650 replace failed underground primary, North Hills  $56,771 
All ayes, motion carried. 
 

July 2012 Financial Statement Notes 
Electric Utility 

• Net income was $225 thousand for the month, with a net income of $444 thousand year-to-date. 
• Net operating income was $231 thousand for the month, compared to budgeted net operating income of $543 

thousand.  Year-to-date net operating income was $1.364 million, compared to budgeted net operating income of 
$1.528 million. 

• After adjusting for the PCAC timing, net operating income for the month was $490 thousand. 
• July consumption increased 10.07% from July 2011, with year-to-date consumption up 0.14%.  Year-to-date 

Residential consumption is down 4.83% from prior year. 
• July’s energy losses were 10.16%, as a result of unbilled usages from customers during our hot weather.  Year-

to-date energy losses were 2.72%, compared to prior year losses of 2.18%. 
Water Utility 

• Net income was $112 thousand for July, with a net income of $412 thousand year-to-date. 
• Net operating income was $134 thousand for the month, compared to budgeted net operating income of $99 

thousand.  Year-to-date net operating income was $566 thousand, compared to budgeted net operating income of 
$317 thousand. 

• Overall July consumption increased 6.83% from July 2011. Year-to-date overall consumption is down 0.36% from 
the prior year.   Year-to-date water losses were 8.35%, compared to prior year losses of 6.31%. 

Communication Utility 
• Net income was $9,052 for the month, compared to budgeted net income of $7,367.  Year-to-date net income 

was $77,084, compared to budget net income of $64,060. 
• Distribution expenses include $2,572 for pole contact fees for January through June. 

 
UC/12-70 Motion by Ott, seconded by Johnson, to receive and place on file department reports.  All ayes, 
motion carried. 
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• Commissioner Mike Eberl arrived at 4:14 pm. 
 

• The Utility Manager reviewed major projects including: Palmetto pipe lining project, M1, and normal 
distribution work 
 

• Mike Olesen of Utility Services discussed services offered for water tower maintenance programs. 
 
UC/12-71 Motion by Ott, seconded by Schneider, to go into closed session per Wisconsin State Statutes 
19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 
employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility for the purpose of 
discussing labor negotiations, supervisory salary guidelines, and Assistant Utility Manager position. 
 
Closed session per Wisconsin State Statues 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 
properties, the investing of public funds or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session for the purpose of discussing purchase of real estate for water 
supply. 
 
Roll call vote, all ayes, motion carried. Closed session at 4:56 p.m. 
 
UC/12-72 Motion by Eberl, seconded by Schneider, to go into open session.  Roll call vote, all ayes, motion 
carried.  Open session at 6:00 p.m. 
 
UC/12-73 Motion by Eberl, seconded by Johnson, to promote Bob Trussoni to Assistant Utility Manager and 
direct the Utility Manager to review position for current compensation scale and bring back to Commission.  All 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
UC/12-74 Motion by Ott, seconded by Eberl, to adjourn.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:03 
p.m. 
 
 
 

  


