Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Committee Minutes of November 11, 2010
Meeting called to order by Jim Wein, chairperson, at 6:02 p.m. in Room 108 at City Hall Plaza, 630 S. Central
Avenue.
Present: Jim Wein, Chris Viegut, Alderman Tom Buttke, Julie Smith, and Jane Yaeger.
Excused: Tom Oettiker, Brenda Baur.
Absent: None.
Also Present: Ed Englehart, Parks and Recreation Director; Ben Steinbach, Parks and Recreation Maintenance
Supervisor; Kelly Cassidy, Parks and Recreation Supervisor; and Marshfield Tennis Association members Holly
and Doug Reckner, Jill Meilhan, Sandy Egstad, Randy Lueth and Jean Swenson.
PR10-39 Motion by Buttke, seconded by Yaeger to approve the minutes of the October 14th meeting.
Motion Carried 5-0
Public Comments:
Jean Swenson commented that following discussion of the Wildwood Park tennis courts at the Marshfield Tennis
Association's October meeting, they reached a consensus that it is preferred that the courts not be removed and
instead repaired. If the courts were removed, there would not be any tennis courts on the south side, plus the tennis
courts provide a multigenerational activity in Wildwood Park. M.T.A. is suggesting one court be converted into a
pickle ball court. This would be a new activity for Marshfield. M.T.A. is willing to contribute $2,500 to the
renovation of the Wildwood Park tennis courts and $2,500 to the renovation of the Braem Park tennis courts.
Randy Lueth stated that he is a landscape architect and has experience in tennis court rehabilitation. He said that he
recently checked out the courts. He feels that repairing the cracks plus a 1" asphalt overlay would be a sufficient
repair. He also agreed with Jean that there should be tennis courts on the south side of Marshfield.
The Committee agreed to hold the December meeting on Wednesday, December 15th at 6:00 p.m. in room 108 in
City Hall. Yaeger commented that she would not be able to attend.
Englehart presented a request from Sara Riedel, Committee Chairperson for the Alzheimer's Association Memory
Walk.
PR10-40 Motion by Yaeger, seconded by Smith to approve the request to close the Wildwood Park road on
Saturday, September 10, 2011 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. for the Memory Walk with the understanding that the walk
coordinators shall be responsible for opening and closing of the road at the designated times, and placement of a
sign stating why the road is closed and when it will re-open at the Adams Avenue and 17th Street park road
entrance.
Motion Carried 5-0
Wein requested that agenda item G. Wildwood Park Tennis Court Recommendation be moved up in the agenda due
to the quests that were present.
Englehart presented that he had found information in the Public Works Department indicating that the tennis courts
were originally constructed prior to 1957 and they were renovated in 1982 with additional base material and a 2"
asphalt lift being applied. He identified a couple options for renovation of the courts but still needs to confirm cost
estimates. The Street Superintendent indicated that they would remove the asphalt surface at no cost but has not yet
provided a cost estimate to backfill the area with 6" of black dirt and to apply grass seed. Englehart passed around
a diagram of a pickle ball court. He still has not had any discussions with any other communities in Wisconsin that
offer pickle ball to determine how well it might be used. Lighting levels at the new Boson Tennis Courts and future
lighting improvements for the Braem Park tennis courts were briefly discussed. Buttke commented that he would
like to see timers and possibly a coin operated light system be considered for any lighting improvements at Braem
Park.
PR10-41 Motion by Viegut, seconded by Buttke to have staff create a capital improvement program project for the
renovation of the Braem Park tennis courts including lights, and for discussion regarding the future of the
Wildwood Park tennis courts to be brought back at a future meeting when staff has cost estimates for the various
alternatives.
Motion Carried 5-0

Englehart presented an overview of the park forestry assessment information that Blue Stem Consulting Inc. has
recently provided to the department. The information is currently in draft form awaiting final review. The
information does, however, indicate a large number of tree removals that should occur in the next few years. A
large majority of these trees are located in Wildwood Park. There is a great deal of information that has been
provided. Each tree in the maintained or mowed areas of all the parks was assessed and located by GPS. Staff is
currently identifying the priority trees for removals that will occur prior to the end of the year. Funding for these
removals will come from the current Urban Forestry grant. A number of the larger "risk" trees were recently
removed during a training session for utility workers at no expense to the department. Staff will report back at a
future meeting regarding plans for implementation of the assessment recommendations. Viegut commented that he
hoped that the tree removals and subsequent tree re-plantings could be spaced out over several years if possible.
Buttke commented that it will be important to provide the public with information regarding the tree removals in
parks.
Englehart commented that at last month's meeting that one of the key volunteers who perform maintenance on the
Wildwood Zoo landscape beds had inadvertently not been included in the recommendation and needed to be
officially approved.
PR10-42 Motion by Smith, seconded by Yaeger to approve the addition of Sally Sadowska as a 2010 Parks and
Recreation Department Volunteer of the Year Award winner.
Motion Carried 6-0
Buttke commented that he would like the department to provide some additional means of recognition for the many
individuals who volunteer for the department. Possibly list them on the website and update it on a monthly basis.
Yeager left the meeting at 7:06 p.m.
Information Items: Staff reviewed various items regarding the department operations over the past month.
Committee Member Questions, Comments, and Suggestions: Wein inquired about the amount of use that
occurs at the Senior Center on a daily basis. Viegut inquired about plans for a more permanent winter protective
covering for the Columbia Park bandshell and also asked if any landscape plantings were planned for around the
new batting cage at Steve J. Miller Recreation Area.
Future Agenda Items: Wildwood Tennis Courts, Hefko Pool Report, and Bear Exhibit Plan/Design
Communications: Englehart thanked Gordy Schalow and Schalow's Nursery for their recent donation of 13 trees
to be planted in the city parks. A neighbor adjacent to Griese Park sent a thank you note regarding the installation
of signs and a temporary fence to inform park users where the park boundary is located.
PR10-43 Motion by Smith, seconded by Viegut, to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7: 36 p.m.
Ed Englehart, Parks and Recreation Director

