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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OF MARCH 3, 2014 MEETING 
   

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Wood at 4:02 P.M. in Conference Room 108 of City Hall Plaza. 

 

PRESENT:   Ken Wood; Alderperson Gary Cummings; Bill Penker; Carl Scott; Vickie Schnitzler; 

Ken Bargender; and, Keith Meacham. 

 

ABSENT:       

 

ALSO  

PRESENT: Denise Sonnemann, Director of Main Street; Lois TeStrake, Main Street Board President; 

Josh Miller, Planner/Zoning Administrator; and, Sam Schroeder, Planning Intern. 

 

Approval of the Minutes of February 3, 2014 Meeting. 

 

HP14-07  Motion by Penker second by Meacham to approve the minutes of the 2/3/2014 meeting. 

Motion Carried.    

 

Citizen Comments. 

 

Bargender brought up the discussion of the Stewardship Award with the May Historic Preservation 

Month Planning Committee.  They will have a nomination in May.  

 

Vickie Schnitzler arrived 4:06 pm.  

 

Discussion of Which Historic Structures, Sites, and Districts Could Be Marketed for Tourism. 

 

Bargender said that the 100
th

 anniversary is coming up for the Round Barn in the next year or so (2016).  

Put it on the agenda next year.   

 

Penker said they have been looking at taking historical assets and using them as promoting the historical 

resources as tourism attractions.  If we select a group of buildings, what can Main Street do with helping 

to promote the buildings?  TeStrake said they would be very supportive of promoting the buildings.  

 

Penker asked if you stop in Marshfield’s Historic Downtown, what is there to tell you that it’s historic? 

What could Main Street do to promote historic tourism?  TeStrake said we could start with contacting 2 

or 3 businesses to put up historic plaques and see how it goes.  Would the Main Street Board of 

Directors have a willingness to foot the bill on signage?  TeStrake felt it was a great idea.  See what the 

cost would be for the signs.  Would the design of the signage be the same? 

 

Wood said one thing on signage that we need to keep in mind is that many of the buildings are made of 

Marshfield brick and that the current plaques are too heavy for the brick.  The plaques would have to be 

made of something durable, but lighter weight.   

 

Sonnemann suggested using aluminum for the signs.   

 

Scott said there should be something to identify with for the historic Downtown.  What about the Upham 

Mansion?   
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Penker asked what the marketing experts can see can be marketed?  Is it the architecture?  The 

Committee can recommend appropriate markers and plaques, but don’t have any authority in marketing.  

Is there a marketing potential?  TeStrake said most definitely.  How do we make it a 12 month 

marketing campaign? 

 

Wood said the difficult thing about making the Upham Mansion a focal point is that it’s open 

sporadically.   

 

Main Street is here to give an education of what we have to offer downtown.  Having an historic aspect 

will only help that and will be an added draw to the downtown. 

 

Right now, Main Street helps out where they can, but don’t have specific programming.   

 

Schnitzler said maybe we can take the artwork from the students and put it in the windows at different 

times of the year.  May is a busy time for the teachers but suggested working with Eric Nelson to get the 

artwork in the windows at different times of the year.       

 

Cummings asked what Main Street needs to start a plaque program?  Need to know cost, what we would 

want on it, and what businesses we should focus on? 

 

Miller said the plaque program wouldn’t apply as that is for buildings or districts that are on the local 

register, but didn’t see an issue with assisting in the plaque program if it’s identified in a future budget.  

 

Penker said we can give Main Street a list of five buildings.  Staff will do some research in terms of sign 

materials, costs, and size for the plaques.  Even ask the sign shop with the Street Department.   

 

Staff will invite Matt McLean to the next meeting and will put together information regarding some 

options for plaques/signs for next meeting.  After that, the Committee will share that information with 

Main Street.  

 

Discussion of Updating the Goal No. 1 Implementation Section for the Historic Preservation Plan. 

 

The Committee discussed including the following polies under Goal No. 1.  

 

GOAL #1 – BROADEN THE AWARENESS OF TOOLS AVAILABLE FOR PRESERVATION OF 

HISTORIC SITES, BUILDINGS, AND DISTRICTS. 

1.01 Strategically pursue the identification of historic resources though additional surveys.  

a. Ensure that surveys are up-to-date to make informed preservation decisions. 

b. Proactively identify potential new structure, sites, and districts (resources) for survey. 

1.02 Promote the long-term health and viability of historic district.  

a. Pursue national register listing of historically significant properties identified through surveys.  

b. Promote the alignment of City ordinances and regulations with the plan (Review next month under goal 
number 2).  

c. Broaden the range of tools available for preservation. 
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d. Refine existing design guidelines. 

 

Discussion to Renew Membership to the Wisconsin Association of Historic Preservation 

Commissions for $40. 

 

HP14-08  Motion by Penker second by Scott to renew membership to the Wisconsin Association of 

Historic Preservation Commission for $40. 

Motion Carried.    
 

Set Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items. 

 

The next regular Historic Preservation Committee meeting will be held on Monday, April 7, 2014.  The 

agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting should include approval of the March 3, 2014 meeting 

minutes, approval of QR Code subscription, discussion of which historical structures, sites, and districts 

could be marketed for tourism (Yellowstone Trail), prize money for the School District Art Display 

Awards, come up with some individuals and buildings for the Stewardship Award, and discussion of 

updating the Goal No. 2 implementation section for the historic preservation plan. 

 

Adjourn.  

 

Motion by Scott, second by Meacham to adjourn meeting at 5:06 P.M.  

 

Motion Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Josh Miller 

Planner/Zoning Administrator 


